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PRESENT STATE OF THE SILVER COIN 
oF GREAT BRITAIN. 


Ir is now fixed b law, that the proportion in value 
y prop 


betwixt the go/d and silver coin in this ekingdom, 
fhall be always the same, whatever variation may 
take place in the respective metals. 

Great inconvenience arises from this regulation, 
which will be partly illustrated by ‘the folowing 
positions, in which, as gold composes the principal 
part of our money, we fhall suppose it to be the 
regulating standatd in the prices. 

I. If the price of silver fall very low, (that is, 
much below the proportion it ought to bear to 
gold,) some, er all of the following cases will oc 


cur. 
ist, A great quantity of go/d coin will be meit- 


ed down illegally, to enable adventurers to purchase 
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silver for the purpose of sending to the mint to be 
coined*. 

2d, Silver money will be coined in too great 
abundance. 

34, Government finding the price of gold so 
high, will be constrained to avoid coining it on its 
own account. 

4th, The result of all these is, that there will be 
such a scarcity of go/d coin, as not to afford e- 
nough for the common purposes of traffic, and the 
people will thereby be put to a great inconvenience ; 
whereas, on the other hand, there will be such a 
superabundance of si/ver money, that they will not 
know what to do with it. Those who hold, from 
the particular nature of their businefs, great quan- 
tities of the latter, will be obliged at some times to 


give premiums for taking it off their hands ; 
whilst, on the other hand, persons, who being obli- 
ged to court the favour of the public, by furnithing 
their customers with payments of the kind withed 
for, will be necefsitated with great lofs to themselves, 
to give premiums on recetving gold coin, which I 
know is done at this time by many with si/ver mo- 


ney. 
IT. If the price of silver rise very high. 
ist, The same cases, as stated above with regard 
to gold, would happen with regard to silver, if it 
were under the same regulations ; and case third 


* Any person sending bullion to the mint, receives, in return, the 
same quantity of fize metal in coin, which is a necefsary regulation. 
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will occur, as the regulations regarding it now 
stand. But, 

2d, It not being necefsary, (by law,) that si/ver 
coin fhould be of full weight, to constitute a legal 
payment, as is the case with go/d, what is eurrent of 
the former is worn, and ground so much as to bé re- 
duced much below its original weight; and, in conse- 
quence, cases analogous to those stated above, first 
and second, will, under the circumstance in question, 
sometimes occur, and sometimes will not, just as the 
debasement of the current coin, the extra standard 
price of silver, or the power and will of the execu- 
tive government to enforce the laws may prepon- 
derate. 

Having thus far premised, I come now to the ob- 
ject of this efsay, the present state of the si/ver coin 
of this kingdom. 

By the Mint regulations, an ounce of standard 
silver is coined into money amounting to 5s. 2d. 
and the present price of silver bullion is 5s. 24d. ; 
so any person getting silver coined would lose id. 
per ounce, or near one per cent. There has not 
therefore for these many years been any silver coin- 
ed /egally, except a small sum that was done on ace 
count of government, I think in the year 1787, and 
it was almost immediately all melted down, the few 
pieces that remain being now kept asa sort of ra- 
‘rity. This is an example of the circumstance anala- 
gous to that mentioned above, position first, case first. 

To ascertain the degree of debasement of our cur- 
rent silver coin, 1 weighed several sums taken pro- 
miscuously, as received in payment, and found 
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3l. 2s.. wich ought to be one pound, to weigh as 
follows : 

Half crowns, 10 ounces 16 pennyweights. 

Shillings, 9 — 10 ase 
Sixpences, 6 — 9 _— 

An ounce therefore of current half crowns is in- 
trinsically worth, by the standard, only 4s. 8d. of 
fhillings 4s. 1d. and of sixpences 3s. 2d. 

Hence the profit to illicit coiners, at the present 
price of silver, supposing their money to be fully 
as good and as heavy as that in universal circula- 
tion throughout this kingdom, would be no lefs 
than 6d. on half crowns, 1s. 1d. on fhillings, and 
2S. on sixpences, per ounce. 

What an immense temptation ! 

After all these facts, which are undoubted, it ap- 
pears somewhat paradoxical, that silver coin, though 
it is now impofsible to distinguifh the real from the 
counterfeit, has been of late so very scarce, that 
tradegmen cannot on many occasions, even with the 
greatest exertions, procure enough of it to pay their 
servants wages ; and I know many bankers, both in 
Scotland and London, who are often obliged to give 
premiums for it, to their great lofs. This circum 
stance has, I believe, made several persons who would 
otherwise have brought the matter on the tapis be- 
fore government, rest easy, thinking the evil of 
false coining could not be come toa very great height, 
asg if it were, the silver coin would beover plenty, in 
place of being scarce. 1 submit to their censidera- 
tion the following elucidation of that apparently 
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wonderful circumstance, and hope it will undeceive 
them. 

False coining is come to such a pitgh in London, 
that I believe we may compute that many hundreds 
of pounds of bad money are ifsued out every day; 
but this coin is not of real silver, but of copper 
coated over with it, which soon discovers itself by 
a little wearing, and the unfortunate person in 
whose hands it happens to be when that is discover 
ed, either loses the piece himself, or cheats some of 
his neighbours with it. Thus it goes, till it will 
do no longer, and is then thrown into the fire. So 
there is just as much lost by individuals every day, 
as there is ifsued forth of new counterfeits, and the 
quantity remaining in circulation at any one time, 
is just as much as is made in as many days as a 
piece lasts, on an average, which is a mere nothing 
in comparison with what would be gathered upon 
us in a year’s time of false coin made of real metal, 
were the coining rascals not more inclined to be 
hanged for tenpence than for five-pence, though 
with more certainty; thus is our base silver coin 
prevented from accumulating on us. 

How to prevent these evils comes next under our 
consideration. The following methods are submitted 
to legislators and the public. 

ist, Let it be required that silver coin fhould be 
of full weight as is gold, allowing a reasonable de- 
duction for wearage. This would take away all 
pofsibility of false coinage of rea/ silver, and as the 
pieces would always have full and distinct impref- 
sions on them, it would very much augment the 
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difficulty of imitating them in other metals coated ; 
and a very small augmentation therein would 
stop a great many coiners, none of whom at pre- 
sent require a prefs like that used at the mint. 
The trouble in weighing may be objected to, but 
it would be almost nothing, as a light fhilling would 
in general be easily distinguifhed by the sight, as 
light guineas are, by most people, through practice. 
Of the ease of weighing coin expeditiously with ® 
small pocket steel-yard, we were well convinced 
here a few years ago, when the people at one 
period weighed their halfpence, an operation which 
was found by experience, after the people got into 
the habit of it, neither totake much time nor trouble ; 
it being only necefsary with the suspected ones. 

2dly, Nothing could be done in this matter with- 
out varying the proportional value betwixt silver 
and gold coin. 

This might be done once every ten years, or per 
haps not so often, either by parliament, or the king 
in council, government paying always when the stan- 
dard price of silver was raised, to every person hol- 
ding above a certain sum in fhillings, the lofs sus- 
tained thereon ; for the public, not individuals, ought 
to bear every contingency of that nature. 

Without this regulation we must always be at e- 
very variation of the price of bullion, either re- 
ceiving in payments bad and debased money, or 
running fhort of specie of one or other sort suffici« 
ent for our own conveniency, as is now the case 
with silver. 

Edinburgh, 


:DELS ER, 
March 1793. _ HanDeEts BeopatcuER 





thoughts on the poor.* 


THOUGHTS ON THE BEST MODE OF PROVIDING FoR 
THE Poor. 


Continued from p. 280. 


Tue following modes for supplying the poor, with- 
out afsefsments, are humbly proposed to the con- 
sideration of all concerned.: 

4. That proprietors treat the inhabitants of 
their respective parifhes with humanity, and fhow 
upon every occasion, that they with to render 
them happy; that they make allowance for their 
prejudices and weaknefses, especially when they 
are harmlefs and innocent ;—that they grant their 
tenants leases upon reasonable terms, and gratify 
the whole of the people by settling among them 
popular and sensible clergymen, of whom they are 
always fond; thus by the great numbers, by the 
ability, and benevolence of those who attend the pa- 
rifh churches, the poor, with little or no aid from 
the heritors, could easily be supplied; whereas 
by pursuing an opposite course, the number of those 
who attend the churches upon the esgablifhment, is 
diminifhed, and that of the difsenters increased, 
whose contributions go to the support of their own 
clergymen, while those who attend the parith 
churches, are obliged not only to maintain their 
own, but also the poor of all the different sectaries. 


Or, 
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* 2. That heritors, for their own interest, make 
frequent inquiries into the state of the poors funds, 
and when they find any danger of approaching want, 
that they give, in as private a manner as they can, 
a few pounds, to be disposed of together with the 
other collections by the kirk sefsions, who are best 
acquainted with the circumstances of the poor, and 
in general the most economical managers of their 
funds. Matters will thus continue to go on smooth- 
ly, the common people will contribute as usual, the 
heritors will give but a small proportion, and the 
poor be amply supplied. 

Whereas when heritors not only neglect to make 
these inquiries, but to answer the requests made to 
them in behalf of the poor, by clergymen in @ 
private, and therefore in a prudent mannner, 
clergymen and their elders are discouraged and pro- 
voked, difficulties multiply, afsefsments necefsarily 
take place; then an heritor is obliged to pay an- 
nually, ten, fourteen, and perhaps sixteen pounds ; 
whereas, by adopting the measure above proposed, 
three or four pounds would have sufficed. In the 
parifh of Yarrow, containing twelve hundred and 
thirty souls, the poor by the accounts from that 
parifh are maintained by afsefsments ; these at their 
commencement were moderate, last year they a- 
mounted to 1201. If then one man were the proprie- 
tor of such a parifh, he would pay an afsefsment of 
601. ; if two heritors, each of them a tax of 301, 
Sterling yearly ; and so on, in proportion to the 
number of the heritors, and the demands for the 
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support of the poor, which in the nature of things 
must rather increase than diminifh. Or, 

3- That all heritors attend, every Lord’s day, 
some place of public worfhip. The good effects 
of this would be, that they would, along with the 
common people, contribute to the support of the 
poor ; and their inferiors or the common people, en- 
couraged by their example, would give more li- 
berally for behoof of the poor, and attend more re- 
gularlytheir respective churches : by these means, the . 
wants of the poor will be fully supplied in the most 
eligible manner, men of all ranks, by attending pla- 
ces of worthip, will become more intelligent, more 
regular in their manners, more observant of their 
duty to God and to men, and more happy in them- 
selves. Such as are restrained by scruples from atten- 
ding churches establifhed by law, may attend where 
they will; but let them never forget the poor. To 
those of that description or who do not reside in the 

parifhes where their estates are situated, and leave 
' the poor to subsist as they may, the introduction of 
afsefsments into Scotland has heen hitherto chiefly 
owing. 

Gentlemen generally are, and all of them ought 
to be, the most polite, and best bred of the society 
to which they belong, or of the kingdom where 
they reside; but where is the politenefs or good 
breeding in withdrawing every first day of the week 
their countenance and presence from the society of 
their inferiors? from a numerous, and respectable 
body of men, upon whom they depend for their 
wealth, their ease, their power, aad influence, from 

VOL. XV. RR 
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men when afsembled for the most rational, the most 
‘useful and laudable purpose, for worfhiping God, 
for receiving religious and moral instruction, for 
rendering thanks to God for all his mercies, and for 
praying to him for themselves and for their superiors, 
while these superiors are in the mean time, either a- 
musing themselves, or transacting businefs, which, 
with as much ease, and with greater propriety, might 
have been accomplifhed upon any other day: 

For a long tract of years, this conduct of their su- 
periors, appeared to the common people, in a light 
so unengaging and odious, that they withstood the 
temptation, which the influence of their example 
threw in their way ; but now the case is much altered, 
Some ministers in their statistical accounts complain, 
and many others, had they been so minded, might 
have complained, that farmers in the neglect of the 
duties of the Sabbath, follow their superiors at the 
heels; and in many instances, no doubt, surpafs them : 
and fhould this spirit, or this fafhion descend to the 
lower clafses of the people, which, without a won- 
derful change hardly to be expected, must be the 
case, when religion loses its hold of their minds, the 
principles of morality are overpowered, and cease to 
operate. As the lower orders of men are much 
more numerous, and when set in motion, vastly 
more powerful, than the handful of men who rule 
over them, and nothing can withstand them, then, 
God have mercy upon the rich and the great, for 
neither castles, nor bolts, nor bars, nor laws, nor 
armies, can resist the impetuosity of a lawlefs mob, 
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The history of ancient nations fhows, that when 
religion, such as it was in the heathen world, de- 
cayed, when the duties of it were neglected, when 
they began generally to despise the gods, whom 
they had been accustomed to fear, then the ties of 
morality ceased to bind, then truth and the love of 
order evanifhed, then promises and oaths were ac- 
counted as things of nought, then those who were 
wont to obey, became the rulers, and then the once 
great, the powerful, and polite nations of the world, 
became a prey to their barbarous neighbours, whom 
they formerly despised. 

Nor do we need, for instances of this, to search 
into the history of remote times, or of ancient na- 
tions; a nation in our neighbourhood, furnifhes us 
with an immediate striking proof of the truth 
which I have mentioned. Our newspapers teem 
with accounts of the atheism of the French. The 
common people were left or kept in ignorance, in re- 
spect to religion; and their great men are reported 
to have been generally atheists; and how could men 
tule with propriety, or obey conscientiously, with- 
out religion. Without religion the principles of mo- 
rality lose their force; without morality society cannot 
subsist : accordingly the multitude having obtained 
some portion of political knowledge, and feeling their 
own strength, burst their chains, and usurped the reins 
of government; their grand monarque, whom they 
lately adored, they have beheaded or murdered ; and 
their nobles whom they obeyed with the most obse- 
quious submifsion, they have banifhed : thus the great 
and mighty of the earth, wander as vagabonds 
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in strange kingdoms, and subsist by the charity of 
their neighbours. Jn certain situations, princes find 
as many enemies, almost, as they have soldiers or 
subjects : the great are the first who suffer in the case 
of commotion ; in order, therefore, to prevent these, 
evils, the great fhould in every thing laudable, thow 
a good example. I am, Yours, t#c. 

May 9. Amicus. 
1793- 


ANECDOTES OF DISTINGUISHED BriITIsH OFFICERS, 
WHO FELL IN THE RussIAN NAVAL SERVICE DU~ 
RING THE Last WAR WITH SWEDEN. By Anrc- 


TICUS. 
For the Bee. 


Co.tinued from p. 64. 
Fourth. 


——— MARSHAL, Esq. Captain of the second rank. 


MaksHAL, esq. son of captain Marthal of 
the Britifh navy, so well known by his _profefsional 
merit, and so often mentioned during the American 
war, as Rodney’s signal repeating captain, was 
engaged in London for this service during the 
Swedith war, as an able officer to replace captain 
Traveneon in the Kamtchatka expedition, after the 
display of that brilliant officer’s abilities had poin- 
ted him out for still more important services near- 
er home, since the death of admiral! Greig. 

By all accounts, Rufsia could not have made a 
better choice, than the young officer singled out to ree 
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place him. He added to much profefsional knowledge 
for his years, and the undaunted courage which oc- 
casioned his very premature death, a genius for na- 
val architecture, which made him a real acquisition 
to this country, at a time that whole fleets of a new 
kind were constructing, much better calculated for 
a naval war on the fhores of the Baltic, and gulph 
of Finland, (strewed with rocks and fhallows,) than 
the lofty thips of the Rufsian navy, formed upon the 
model of the great maritime powers who have fo~ 
reign commerce and pofsefsions to defend, in seas 
for which such vefsels are fitted, although of little 
use in the Baltic, were the northern powers agreed 
upon that subject. He began to fhow his fhip buil- 
ding talent, by the construction of a species of gal. 
ley fleet, for 2 power in alliance with Rufsia, in his 
way up to the place of his destination; and we have 
heard that the vefsels built by him at Copenhagen, 
promised to be of much annoyance to the common 
enemy, had not Great Britain and Prufsia preven- 
ted so unequal a combination of forces against a 
single unsupported prince, in whose veins seems to 
have flowed the blood of the Gustavii, Caroli, and 
other northern heroes, his ancestors, too soon let 
out for the good of his people, by the base hand of 
a dastard afsafsin. 

On his arrival here, young Marthal was instantly 
appointed to the command of a frigate of thirty-two 
guns, the St Nicolay, the tutelar saint of Rufsian 
seamen, going out on a dangerous service with the 
galley fleet, against rocks, and low floating batteries, 
the most terrible of all maritime enemies. His 
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first rank was that of post captain, from a lieute- 
nant in the royal navy ; but indeed he was honour- 
ed with the particular recommendation of the gal- 
lant Rodney, to which all bowed abroad, whatever 
his influence might be at home, when opposition 
charity only cherifhed the unfortunate, and set 
them up as opponents to their more fortunate 
brother commanders, to humble human vanity in 
the true spirit of Christianity. 

From the admiralty where he received his com- 
mifsion, captain Marthal went streight to meet his 
fate, without making any stay in this city, so that, 
as hinted before, he was the only gentleman men- 
tioned in these anecdotes, not personally known to 
Arcticus. 

On the 29th of June 1799, the galley fleet, under 
the command of prince Nafsau, came to action with 
that of Sweeden in sound, protected by 
rocks and low batteries carrying heavy metal, whilst 
the Rufsian attack was covered, as it was called, by 
a few frigates of very inadequate force, which being 
obliged to come to anchor in fhallow water, were 
thereby deprived of all their natural advantages, 
and lay sure marks for the destructive Swedifh bat- 
teries, which tore them to pieces, as had been fore- 
seen by seamen, without even the satisfaction of're- 
venging their hard treatment, on their almost invi- 


sible enemies.: The gallant Marfhal was station- 
ed amongst the nearest of these frigates, so that 


his fhip’s company of recruits, may be said rather to 
have been butchered, than to have fallen accidental 
victims to the chance of war, as in ordinary service. 
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When all his naval officers, and most of his men 
were fallen around him, and his vefsel ready to 
sink, and swallow up the rest, he was prefsed to save 
his life for a more equal combat, where he might 
have some chance of serving his new sovereign ; 
but he replied, it never fhould be said, that a Bri- 
tith officer quitted his fhip in face of an enemy, 
whilst fhe could swim on the water, and remained 
still on the deck, animating by his example the few 
survivors, till at last fhe sunk under him, and only 
then, he was seen to throw himself in the sea, with 
a captain of artillery who had stood by him. 

The soldier was saved, but the brave seaman 
drowned ; probably unable to swim from a wound 
he had received in the action. Thus fell a young 
hero in his 25th year, who merited a happier fate, 
and who promised to be a great acquisition to the 
new service he had chosen, from disgust at what he 
regarded as neglect at home. 


FRAGMENTS BY BACON. 
Art of Life,—Politenefs. 
For the Bee. 


Continued from p. 232. 


**#** Trisa strange thing and yet of great ve- 
ritie, that 2 man is most encumbered and troubled 
with businefs when he is most idle : for when a man 
is idle, he hath no needle or compafs, whereby he 
may steer his course, and is perpetually beaten ay 
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bout by the various winds of fancy, which force 

him to be ever at his log book, and weighing’ the 
“ Tead. 

Certainly, therefore, it is no small matter in the 
craft of life, for a man so to order his ways, that he 
may use his leisure according to right reason, and 
social virtue ; and although it be true, that in the 
regiment of youth, the plattform for the goodly su- 
perstructure of intelligent and useful industry ought 
to be laid, yet it will ever be found that a man may 
do much by putting himself as it were in harnefs, 
fencing his eyes from the lusts thereof, by devices 
figurative of those used for our fkittifh horses, and 
fixing himself (however painful,) in the beginning, 
to the yoke of duty, and the exercise of reason. 

It is easy for a man who belongeth unto others, 
and is in the trammels of an inferior station, to es- 
chew the disquietude that springeth from the misap- 
plication of leisure ; for the fear of poverty, the sense 
of danger, and the authority of his superiors, will 
constrain him to rectitude, 

Such a man being poor, will have few followers ; 
and if he have but the sense to prefer air and exere 
cise with the society of a companion on a holiday, 
to the turbulent and expensive pleasures of a drink- 
ing house or a wake, all will go well, and he will 
be pleasing unto others. 

But it is not so with the man of landed estate, 
or with the rich tradesman or merchant, who is cur- 
sed with the superfluities of time and of money. 

Great and signal therefore is the benefit of that 
art of life, which leadeth unto the choice of innocent, 
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and useful divertisements. These do give amenity to 
the thorny paths of life; and as they do wonderfully 
afford contentment to a man’s self, so they do also 
not only prevent him from being troublesome unto 
others, but enable him to minister unto the joys of 
society, and the good of the commonwealth. 

Divers useful arts and notable discoveries have 
had their first beginnings in the pafs times of leisure. 
Witnefs the noble discoveries of Roger the monk, 
whose name it is my honour, as to-carry his fame my 
ambition. Witnefs the discovery of moveable types 
in printing, the fruit of boyith curiosity in the la- - 
boratory of a goldsmith. 

Witnefs the discovery of the mariner’s compafs 
by the childith sailing of needles touched by the 
Magnes, on little bits of straw in a bason of water, 
and many others ; not to speak of the fortunate but 
accidental discovery of Keplerus, now ringing through 
all the circles of astrologers. Let pafs times of li- 
terature, therefore, be free as thoughts and contem- 
plations, not flying only upon the wings of imagina- 
dion, but joining sense unto reason, and experiment 
unto speculation, so that life may be given unto em- 
brio truth, and form unto verities yet in their chaos. 

There is nothing more acceptable unto the inge- 
nious world, than this noble eluctation of truth, 
wherein against the tenacity and vehemence of pre-« 
judice, and the idolatry of famous names, true science 
is made to prevail. 

What great discoveries and reformations after- 
times will behold, and in what a new world of 
knowledge, the eyes of our posterity may be happy, 

VCls XV. s § 


. 
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a few ages may joyfully declare, and is but a cold 
thought unto those who cannot hope to behold this 
exaltation of truth. 

Men disparage not antiquity, who prudently pro- 
mote new inquiries. 

All must indeed magnify the endeavours of Aris- 
totle, and the noble start which learning had under 
him, as they must also marvel at the slender pro- 
grefsion, as yet made upon such advantages! And as 
many centuries have been lost in repetitions and 
transcriptions, sealing up rather than unrolling the 
book of knowledge, zt were good now, that, instead of 
commentaries upon ipse dixits, men of adventure 
would efsay beyond the attempt of others, even 
although like Paracelsus, they thould sometimes wan- 
der into strange paths of singular opinion. Magnis 
tamen excidunt ausis***, [Here there is a great 
chasm in the M. S.] 

** *, It is good to comply with some hu- 
mours, to bear with others, but to serve none. 
Civil complacency consists with decent honesty; and 
when with suavity of manners and converse, there 
is joined decent spirit, a man becometh delectable 
unto his fellows: and this also is a grand depart- 
ment of the art of life, which deserves to be incul- 
cated by example as well as precept. 

True suavity of manners and politenefs is good- 
nefs of nature, improved into goodnefs of habit 
and goodnefs of addrefs; and this is what the 
Grecians did so greatly magnify by the name of 
philanthropia, which in barren contemplation is no- 
thing but vapour, but in the exercise of true hu- 
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manity, is true charity, and charms all human 
kind. This, of all vertues and dignities of the- 
mind, is the greatest, being the character of the 
ei:y ; and without it, man is a busie, mischie- 
vous, wretched thing, no better than a kind of vers 
mine. 

Now as God made man after his own spiritual 
image, so it is not so defaced, but that the inclina- 
tion to goodnefs remaineth deeply imprinted in his 
nature; in so much that if it ifsue not tewards 
men, it will take unto other living creatures, as we 
see manifestly in our daily intercourse, where great 
politicians having been disgusted with the treach- 
ery of men, do exercise this principle of tendernefs 
and affection upon spaniels and horses, and ancient 
maidens upon cats and lap dogs. 

Now although this goodnefs of nature which lene 
deth unto urbanity, be in different persons found in 
various degrees, yet in the plattform of proper edu- 
cation much may be done towards its legitimate 
growth and useful application, and much to obviate 
the contrary habit of malignity, which springeth 
from early and violent imprefsions made by the 
cruelties and obliquities of parents and preceptors. 

A child fhould be gently and artfully inclined une 
to the way that he fhould go, and in his old age he 
will not forsake it. 

Fables and apologues have been preposterously 
used to do that which can only be done by living, 
familiar, and daily examples. 

If a child thall be rewarded for letting go his mi- 
serable sparrow, or releasing some unhappy crea- 
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ture that hath been caught in a snare, or for some 
notable exercise of kindnefs to his play fellows, more 
will be done to incline him into the habits of this 
amiable vertue than by all the fables of AEsop; for 
the pleasure that he fhall feel in the exercise will 
ensure its continued performance. 

Now if a man is happily endowed with this impro- 
ved goodnefs of nature, let him exercise it faithfully 
and cordially at home, that he may perform it grace- 
fully abroad. It is a common thing to say we are 
at home and among friends, let us lay aside all ce- 
remony and restraint ; but let such duely consider 
that life itself is but an extended ceremony and in- 
terlude ; so that if he practise not his part fully with 
the players behind the curtain, he will act it but 
poorly before the people. 

It is a master stroke therefore in the art of life 
for a man never to intermit the exercise of suavity 
and urbanity, in the recefses of retirement from pub- 
lic life ; or to think that he can be ungracious and 
unseemly to his wife, his children, and his domestics, 
and yet pleasing to others, when he chuseth to put 
on his holiday raiment, and smile upon strangers. 

This is a canon also in the art of life which will 
enable a man to eschew the errors of so excellent a 
vertue as goodnefs of nature, for he will thereby be 
accustomed to use it according to the different de- 
grees of the charities of consanguinity and friend- 
fhip; and will not be apt to sacrifice unte Esop’s 
cock a gem when a barley corn would please him 


better, and be lefs chargeable to the giver. 
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Another notable recipe for pleasing others, and 
satisfying ourselves, is in the amenity of friendly 
discourse. 

To fhape our opinions to the faces and fancies of 
others, would be mere facility and softnefs, ending 
in confusion and contempt; but to fhun disputatious 
arguments is no small argument of a man’s sense 
and goodnefs of nature. To split hairs, and cut 
cummin seeds with a man’s family, friends, and ac- 
quaintance, is but an ill heartning for good agree- 
ment in greater affairs ; and therefore when a man 
finds his opinion strongly besieged, and that his ad- 
versary pours heavy fhot into his citadel, let him 
handsomely negociate and march out of his trenches 
with the honours of war, gently manifesting his so 
doing to eschew the spilling of good humour and 
friendthip ; which if handsomely done, will give much 
contentment both to a man’s self, and to others. 

Whosoever hath his mind fraught with many 
thoughts, his wits and understanding do clarifie 
and break up in the communicating and discoursing 
with another ; he tofseth his thoughts more easily, 
he martfhalleth them more orderly, he seeth how 
they look when they are turned into words. Fi- 
nally, he waxeth wiser than himself, and that more 
by an hours discourse, than by a days meditation *. 
Let a man therefore so order his discourse, that he 
may not hurt the self-love of his friend or compa- 
nion, or of him with whom he talketh in the ordi- 
nary occasions of company and festivity, and let 


* This is set down verbatim in his efsay on friendthip. 
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him above all things dilligently and curiously es 
chew the most remote allusions to those things 
which may lefsen men in their own eyes, or recall 
to ther remembrance unlucky disappointments, mis- 
fortunes, or disgraces. 

Talk not of hemp, sayeth the common adage, be- 
fore the man whose father hath been hanged ; and 
we fhall ever see, that. a man will sooner pardon and 
forget a violent open attack, than the levelling of 
the insidious fhafts of malignant ridicule. It is base 
and cowardly to draw the sword against the defence. 
lefs foe ; and how much more so to jeer inhumanly 
with a plain honest friend who is unprovided with 
the artillery of wit and humour in colloquial inter- 
course. 

The only excusation of frequent and terse wit and 
humour, that cuts as well as thrusts, is when a man 
is often and vehemently attacked by witlings, so that 
then he may stand a fair tryal of his politenefs, end 
be brought in by a rigid jury on a se deffendendo ; 
or as when in glee he may dart forth sayings that 
may hit without being levelled, and so he may have 
a verdict, (as it were,) of man slaughter without 
malice. 

Another especial canon in the regiment of po- 
litenefs, is that we fhould honour our humbler 
friends when we meet them among the great, and 
not treat them like cyphers, that depend upon their 
situation in the grand summa totalis. 

The neglect of this genuine offspring of a worthy 
heart and a sound understanding, hath cost many a 
man a worthy neighbour and friend, not to be com- 
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pensated by the braggard importance of a meeting ° 
-of the quorum, or the triumphs of vain ostentati- 
on. 

It is good also for a man to guard his place with 
decent apparrel, and not to degrade himself by mean 
appearances * * *, 

Here follows a great chasm in the M. S. which I 
infinitely regret. 

To be continued. 


On THE HyDRopHosta. 
Sir, To the Editor of the Bee. 


Wiram these twelve months, there has been 2 
greater number of mad dogs in this country than 
we find to have existed in any former period. Hu- 
manity as well as self-preservation calls upon us to 
use every probable mean, not only for averting that 
direful disease, but also for curing those who are 
unhappily infected. Perhaps it may be said with 
truth, that there is an antidote against every mala. 
dy, provided it were known; and if applied, it 
would invariably have its effect, excepting where 
nature was so far reduced, that it could not perform 
its fuctions. As no certain remedy has yet been dis- 
covered for canine madnefs, it is not only excu- 
sable ; but highly proper to make use of any ex- 
pedient, which has even the least probability of 
succels. : 

Wathing the part bitten as soon as pofsible, seems 
to be a likely method of preventing the poison from 
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being thrown into the circulation, and of course from 
producing any bad effecis. It has been recommen- 
ded to pour cold water upon the wound, from the 
spout of a tea kettle, as long as the patient is able 
endure the cold, and after intermitting a fhort time 
till the part recover its usual warmth, to proceed 
again in the same manner, repeating the opera- 
tion several times; and at length to use warm in- 
stead of cold water. The practice too of cutting out 
the part which ‘s bitten, appears to be a safe and 
commendable proceeding. 

During the last summer, when mad dogs were 
so common, I had it in contemplation, to have pro. 
po ed the use of mild vegetable alkali. The method, 
which I meant to have proposed, was to have made 
a so ution of pearl afhes, in the proportion of one 
pound of afhes to three Englifh gallons of water, 
and to have bathed ihe patient in it once every day. 
This perhaps would have been more effectual than 
sea water, and it can in general be more easily ob- 
tained. I meant also to have recommended the pa- 
tient to drink a glafs or two daily, as circumstances 
would permit, of a solution of the best pearl afhes, 
in the proportion of one pound of afhes to an En- 
glith gallon of water. 

It has been supposed, that mercury in a certain 
di ease, has jits effect by neutralizing the virus. 
As the vegetable alkali has a very powerful tenden- 
cy to combine with every known acid, is it not 
reasonable to conjecture, that.it might unite with 
the canine poison, and prevent its destructive opera- 
tion, as by the method which I have proposed, it 
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would be speedily thrown into the circulation, both 
by the absorbent vefsels on the surface of the body, 
and by the chyle which immediately inters into the 
mats of the blood? As barytes takes the lead of vege- 
table alkali, in the tables of elective attractions, it 
might be recommended as more proper to be taken 
into the stomach ; but it is not so easily procured, 
and if it were not carefully prepared, it might be 
found to be dangerous. It has poisoned dogs * in 
‘its crude state, which probably happened from a small 
portion of arsenic in combination with it. 

In the 2d No of the 1qth volume of the Bee, you 
inform us, that a Mr John Williams of the East In- 
dies found *‘ the caustic volatile alkali,” effectual 
in curing the bite of the cobra de capello, if it was 
properly administered. It is recommended to be gi- 
ven in small doses, and repeated at fhort intervals. 

The bite of a serpent, and that of a mad dog are 
different, as the effects of the former, are more im- 
mediate ; yet being so similar in their tendency, 
there is good reason to hope for succefs in giving 
the caustic volatile alkali to animals which are 
bitten by a mad dog. Experiments might be made 
upon dogs, both with the fixed and volatile alkalis. 
If the canine poison produce its effects by debilita- 
ting the frame, creating spasms, and finally destroy- 
ing the powers of the nervous system, then a me- 
dicine which would stimulate and counteract these 
effects, seems to be of all others the most proper. 
It is on account of the. stimulating quality, which 


* See Mr Watt junior’s experiments on barytes in the transactions, 
of the Lit. and Phil. Society of Manchester. 
VOL. XV. ‘ @ 
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volatile alkali pofsefses, that it has been recom. 
mended together with mufk, in nervous fevers and. 
gangrenes *. 

If these observations can be of any use to the 
world, it will be highly gratifying to one who is 
your very humble servant, 

Midcalder. NowMEDIcus. 
April 5. 1793- 


READING MEMORANDUMS. 
Sucu is the lot of humanity, to have our brightest 
prospects frequently lost in the moment of their 
highest enjoyment; and the fabric we had vainly 
erected, sink into oblivion. 


Let man use his reason alone, and never believe 
any thing that is contrary to the dictates of that rea- 
son, and become thereby superior to prejudices. 


Chearfulnefs and mirth were undoubtedly meant 
to harmonise the rugged nature, and soften the cares 
of man. 

But pleasure must be innocent, or it loses its 
friendly effect. Often we find, that what pafses 
current under the delusive name of pleasure, is on- 
ly misery in masquerade. 


* See Dr Darbey’s medical thesis. 
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Literary News rrom Russta. 


Tue Editor has this moment been favoured with a valu- 
able packet from his ever obliging correspondent, Arcti- 
cus, which will farnifh many interesting papers in suc- 
ceeding numbers of this work, accompanied with some 
seeds and specimens of curious vegetable productions. 
Among these are seeds of the asciepras Syriaca, mentioned 
in the (Bee vol. xiii. p. 260 ;) of the po/ygonum Tataricum 
or perennial buck wheat, a plant that promises to be in 
some cases a succedaneum for red clover, as a food for 
cattle, in places where clover will no longer grow ; as 
also of the sesamum orientale, accounts of which will 
be given more at large, when time permits; and notices 
of the Persian coiton, a valuable plant for our west India 


islands. 
Among other curious articles sent, is a map of Japan 


made out by the ‘Japanese merchant Codé, formerly 
mentioned, from particular charts he had preserved from 
his fhipwreck, never yet publifhed; a figure of the rbus 
typhinum, or vinegar plant ; a portrait of the celebrated 
Profefsor Laxman the Siberian naturalist ; four figures of 
fheep, one of the ergavt, or wild fheep of Siberia ; the others 
of other varietes of fheep unknown in this country with horns 
of the wild goat and Siberian ibex,all from the drawings of 
Palias with descriptions ; and a pair of old stockings whose 
history will form an interesting article in a subsequent 
number. Among a variety of other communications rés- 
pecting economical arts and the internal state of the Ruf- 
sian empire, are notices of the latest discoveries by cap- 
tain Billings, in the northern straits between America and 
Europe, and among the Tchutschckoi; specimens of objects 










332 dierary intelligence. July Z« 
in natural history, drefies of the natives, &'c. which were 
forwarded to the Emprefs at St Pecerfburgh. Accounts 
of many of the arts and manufactures carried on in Ruf- 
sia by the peasants, some of them very curious. Among 
these is not only a full account of the mode of preparing 
all the kinds of Rufsian leather ; drefsing fkins, with cr 
without the fur for cloathing, but also the preparing a 
very delicate kind of thread for stockings, gloves, G’c. 
from the hair ofa particular kind of goat, which for softnefs 
approaches to that of Shetland wool, Ge. Ge. all of 
which fhall be presented to our readers with the first con- 
veniency. 


Nootka sound. 

The Editor has also been favoured with a communica- 
tion from Nootka sound on the north west coast of Ame- 
tica, by a subscriber for Bee, which announces nothing 
of the differences said to subsist between the Spaniards 
and the Englifh in that settlement ; the author of that 
communication having written in haste, just before he set 
out on an expedition to the internal parts of the country, 
mentions only generals, deferring particulars of the coun- 
try, Ge. till his next, when he fball have had an oppor- 
tunity of observing them with attention, and of describing 
them with accuracy. 


Extract of a letter from Dr Pallas. 

The following extract of a letter from Dr Pallas te 
Arcticus from Astrachan, will disappoint some of the 
readers of the Bee. kt thows how attentive that gentle- 
man is to economical concerns, 

“ Tam sorry to inform you that as no one here has col- 
lected the seeds of the morus Tatarica, or wild Tartarian 
mulberry, I am unable to keep my word with you till 
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midsummer, relative to those I promised to send for Dr 
Anderson ; however, I fhall take care to dry a good siock 
in June, when the berry is fully ripe, and send them to 
you by post. 

“* Pray return my hearty thanks to the good Dr for the 
communications contained in his last letter, which I thall 
soon answer, and tell him that I am the more pleased at 
the discovery of the great Indian buffaloe, as it is from 
this animal the gigantic fkulls are derived, which have 
been found in different parts of Siberia, and of which I 
gave descriptions and figures in the Nove Coment. Acad. 
Petropol. for 1768.” 


The following is a specimen of these valuable com- 
munications ; it is accompanied with a specimen of the 
crude materials and the prepared; the last is beautiful 
almost beyond what could be conceived, the glofs liker 
fine silk than any thing else to which it can be com- 
pared. 

A most curious Silesian manufactory. 
Saturday April, 30th O. S. 1793. 

A most curious vegetable matter resembling to appear- 
ance the finest white cotton, with the softnefs and lustre 
of silk, was exhibited to day at the meeting of the Econo- 
mical Society of Peterfburgh. There were several hanks of 
thread, made of the same curious matter, dyed of different 
colours, and a variety of stutis, resembling some I have 
seen of cotton from Manchester, all arranged with art 
and symetry in an elegant carton to be presented to her 
‘I. M. by our president count Anhalt, according to the 
desire of the ingenious Silesian manufacturer, so soon as 
they had been admired and approved of by the Society. 

I would scarcely have ventured after the above des- 
cription of this curious and beautiful matter,.to have an- 
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nounced that all was made from out /hot hemp, or codilly, 
which I believe are the technic terms for the refuse of 
hemp, had I not had the addrefs and boldnefs to cut 
off a little of both the rough and purified materials, under 
pretence of taking off angles, on purpose to send to you, and 
the society for the encouragement of arts, commerce and 
manufactures of London ; ia hopes that it is as new and 
curious to both, as it is to myself, who am in amazement at 
the ingenuity of the Silesian. 

Now, Mr Editor, as I have heard that such wonderful 
industry and addrefs is used in the cotton trade, as to in- 
croach on your staple linen manufactory in its most valu- 
able branch, of /heets, /hirts, and table linen, if you can 
find means of imitating the beautiful Silesian stuffs with 
your out thot hemp and flax, which I fhould think would 
answer as well, you will bid fair to foil the cotton wea- 

“ver at his own weapons (an honourable competition and 
war of industry,) and imitate some of the most precious: 
stuffs in his line, as he is doing in yours. 

I am only sorry that I cannot help you on with the 
secret ; but that, the cunning Silesian has kept it to him- 
self, although I am told he has offered to send over some 
of his e/eves on certain terms, to erect a similar manu- 
factory in Rufsia, where we certainly have enovgh of the 
cheap materials which constitute the unexpected basis 
of the work. 

I cannot help hazarding a conjecture that coarse hemp 
could not be bleached into the snowy whitenefs of the 
stuff sent, without the aid of some perfectly dephlogisticated 
mineral acid; pofsibly the marine by means of manganese, 
but I must leave to some of your practical correspondennt 
to guefs at the manner it is worked into th softnefs and 
lustre of silk, which the sample had (altho probably it may 
be ruffled by carrying,) when arranged in the carton and 
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gumed down at one end, in torm ot a little web of cotton 
wadd. The stuff as wove into cloth there was no com- 
ing at a morsel of ; as the samples were all tastened down 
with gum, at both extremities, and arranged as said above, 
with great neatnefs for the emprefs, as were the coloured 
thread ; so that it was only with much addrefs that I cut 
off a corner of the rough and purified materials, which 
are indeed the most efsential, for if you pofsefsed the 
last, Paisley would laugh at the difficulty in making cloth 
of it. 


An rmportant Discovery 


"Tuere has been lately discovered near Wanlock-head in 
Dumfries fhire a rich vein of antimonial ore, that has every 
appearance of affording that mineral in abundance to 
supply the whole demand of Europe, for an indefinite 
time. This has been known to the Editor for some 
time past ; but he did not think it proper to announce it 
to the public, till he could do it with a reasonable de- 
gree of certainty. He is now enabled to say, om the very 
best authority, that the regulus as now prepared at that 
work is not only abundant, but superior in quality to any 
that could, for many years past, be obtained in any part 
of Europe. What renders this discovery of the great- 
er importance, is, that the mines in Hungary, from 
which alone this mineral has been obtained for a long 
while past, have exhibited of late, symptoms that indi- 
cated they were likely soon to be exhausted, which, 
together with the increasing demand for regulus, now 
so much used in the composition of type metal for prin- 
ting, not only enabled the proprietors of the old works 
yo bring it to market very imperfectly refined, and even 
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in that state the quantity brought to market was so small 
as to give many of the principal type founders in Bri- 
tain, the most serious alarm, lest they fhould be obli- 
ged to give up their businefs for want of it; as without 
that article they are unable to form a single type with 
propriety. 

This mine was discovered, not in consequence of a re- 
gular search, but by mere accident. A piece of. the 
fhining ore, which had been exposed by accident on 
the surface of the earth, having been picked up, and 
fhown to a person well fkilled in mineralogy to examine, 
was found to be a very fine ore of antimony. his 
will prove a discovery not only highlv useful to the 
progrefs of arts in general, but peculiarly beneficial to 
the proprietor in particular; and ought to prove a po- 
werful incentive to every proprietor of land, to be care- 
ful in examining the bed of running streams, or earthy 
matter wafhed bare by land floods in gullies, or other- 
wise, by which means mineral substances of great value 
are frequently discovered without expence. 


To CoRRESPONDENTS. 


In answer to the inquiries of B. C. concerning the account promised 
some time ago respecting the poors laws, nothing has prevented it 
but a fear that the Editor might be accused of fatiguing his readers 
with his own lucubrations, while so many of the communications 
from others, must be kept back for want of room. The Editor has 
every posible desire to oblige this, and every othercorrespondent who 
- takes the troubleto favour him with his lucubrations, but he must deal 
gmail, and try to serve all. 
The poem on Hansel Monday, is received, and under consideration. 
* It is evidently too long for complete insertion. 
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WEDNESDAY, Mar 22. 793. 


FOREIGN. 


FRANCE. 


Da,srores still run very high in the National Convention. Some weeks 
ago the moderate party, which, in the technical language of the times, is 
called the Valley, obtained the ascendancy; and at that time Marat the 
champion of the violent, or Jacobin party, called the Mountain, was denounced. 
The party on that occasion exerted itself to the utmost to regain its power, 
and seem for the present to have succeeded. Marat has been tried by the 
Revolutionary Tribunal and acquitted. The power of the Jacobin party 
has been, at all times, great in Paris, so that the Convention has been over- 
awed by it on many occasions, and forced to make decrees that were evident- 
ly cont rary to the withes of the majority. To get free from that restraint 
they have. moved, that the Convention fhall be transported from Paris to 
Versailles. The Mountain opposes this motion. This important question 
is now in agitation. If it fhall be carried in the Convention, which seems 
extremely probable, unlefs the sense of immediate danger hall overawe it, 
there seems to be no doubt great danger will attend the carrying of that 
resolve into execution ; as a violent struggle will be made by the Mountain 
to oppose it. So sensible are those who favour this measure of the danger 
that will attend it, that they have proposed that no notice fhall be given of 
the day when the question is to be brought to the vote, and that if it thall 
be carried for the adjournment, the decree fhall be instantly executed by the 
members, even with sword in hand, were it necefsary. In this case one 
of two things may be looked for,—either a violent conflict, that may pro- 
bably end with the mafsacre of the whole of the members who constitute the 
party called the Valley ; or, if that fhould be avoided, a schism, like that 
which long prevailed in the Papal church, when two Popes held their 
respective courts, the one at Rome and the other at Avignon. In this 
case, there may be two Conventions, one at Paris and the other at Ver- 
sailles. 

-The nation itself seems in like manner to be divided into two opposite par- 
ties, which carry their animosity against each other to very great lengths, 
though the intelligence from France has been so much interrupted of late, 
that we cannot‘ learn what is the exact state of that country with so much 
certainty as on some former occasions. ° The Spaniards have entered Rou- 
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sillon with a great force, which by one account is represented as being ufie 
der the’ guidance of able commanders, and so succefsful in all its attempts, as 
to be deemed almost irresistible; by another account, it is said to bea mere 
rabble, who have been brought thither merely for plunder, and incapable 
of standing a single fhock of the forces that are marching against it, which 
are sQ numerous, as to authorise the Convention to order, that only one 
half of what troops had been ordered for that service fhall be embodied ; 
so that nothing for certain can be at present said respecting these arma- 
ments. 

The most recent accounts also represent the city of Marseilles as being iri. 
a state-of actual insurrection, and proceeding with great ardour against the 
democratic party, declaring loudly in favour of royalty, and calling for a: 
king.. From several other places similar accounts have been obtained; but 
the most formidable power that any where has appeared, in favour of that 
Cause, is in Brittany, as in the following representation. 

April 27th, Extraordinary Deputies from the Departments of Mayenne ° 
and Loire pronounced the following discourse at the bar of the Convention :— 

“ Anextent of country, of fifty leagues in length, and eighteen in 
breadth, is potsefsed by the rebels. It can be no longer supposed that these 
men are easy to be conquered. As brave as superstitious, habituated to every 
species of hardfhip, commanded by experienced chiefs, they sustain regular 
battles, make well conducted retreats, and know how to repair their loises. 
Led away by their fanaticism, they blindly throw themselves upon the troops 
that are opposed to them: they witneis numbers of their companions fall 
without being daunted, and end in triumphing. They have just obtained 
two victories :—In the first battle they repulsed the left wing of our troops, 
ahd took 155 grenagiers prisoners. In the second, they beat the right wing, 
ahd took pofsefsion of a great quantity of artillery and ammunition, made 
a number of prisoners, and repulsed the army to the Loire. If they once 
pafs that river, it will not be poisible to resist them in the environs of Sau- 
mur and Angers. Notwithstanding all this, the generals disdain communi- 
cating with the administrative bodies ; they waste their time in ridiculous 
parade, and occasion their own defeats by the bad choice of their dispositions, 
and the imprudence of their movements. We earnestly demand money, 
ammunition, provisions, well armed troops, and safe and experienced gene- 
rals.””—Referred to the Committee of Public Safety. 

One of the Secretaries b=gan to read a letter, dated Tours, 25th April. 

“ Not a moment is be ivst in our country.—General Berruyer would not 
follow the advice given him. The corps commanded by Beauvillers has been 
beaten by the rebels, who took five: pieces of cannon, and killed several 
people.” -{Here there was a cry that no more of this letter fhould be 
read. } 

Private letters from France represent this insurrection in a still more 
formidable light ; -but these at present cannot be relied on. 

On the borders of the Rhine, Custine still makes head against the com- 
bined armies; and several actions have taken place, in which, though the 
French have been in general defeated, and obliged to retreat, yet they are 
by no means dispersed. The following very singular letter‘from Custine 
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“deserves to be preserved; another of a later date, to the same purport, has 


been sent to the Convention from him. 


On the 13th a letter was read in the Convention from general Custine 
‘in which he complains very bitterly of the contradictory orders he has re- 
-ceived, and of the want of discipline in the French armies. He tells the 
Convention, that nothing can save the republic, but to place the whole ex- 
ecutive Power in the hands of one man; that if the Convention will entrust 

HIM with that power, he will undertake to save the republic ; if it will not, 
he desires to have his succefsor appointed. Differing from Dumourier, he ob- 
serves, that fhould a Kine be proclaimed, he will mstantly emigrate from 
‘the country. 


The seige of Mentz is still carried on with vigour, but not concluded. The 
garrison some time ago offered to capitulate upon terms which were not 
granted. Several vigorous sallies have been made; but the French have al- 
ways been repulsed. The bridge of-boats which formed the communication 
between Cafsels and Mentz has been destroyed by the besiegers; and as the 
heavy artillery has lately arrived, they entertain hopes that the place will 
soon be carried. In the mean while, the inhabitants must suffe~ great hard- 
thips from the demolition of their houses, and other ravages of war. 

The French seem, for the present, to have laid aside all thoughts of fo- 
seign conquests; their troops have been therefore ordered to retire from 
Switzerland, and preparations seem to be making for the evacuation of Sa- 
voy. It would seem that they had determined to make the mest vigorows 
effort in their power to repel the combined forces in the neighbourhood of 
Conde and Valanciennes, suspecting, no doubt, that fhould they be 
able to succeed in carrying these two strong places, Paris, itself, 
which is at such a small distance from thence, would be in danger; 
they therefore made two very vigorous attacks on the combined forces, one 
on the 1st, and the other on the 8th instant, in a great many places at 
once, extending almost the whole length from the Scheldt to Conde, in which, 
it is said, they brought 99,000 men into action. Their attacks seem to 
have been well concerted, and carried into execution with that vigour 
which usually characterises the attack from the French armies: but they 
were received every where with the most determined intrepidity; and af- 
ter a well fought engagement during the whole day, the French were every 
where repulsed with great slaughter, as the accounts of the Allies bear, and 
totally failed in effecting the object intended ; so that the Allies have now oc- 
cupied the strong posts the French formerly heid in the Ardennes and at 
Maubege, and all communication is cut off. between Valenciennes and 
Conde. The few Britifh troops that were in that action, the Coldstream 
Regiment of Guards in particular, acted with great intrepidity, and hada 
considerable fhare in the honour, as well as the dangers of the day ; they 
lost on that occasion 35 men. The lofs of the French in both these actions 
is alleged to be very great, and that of the combined forces not inconside- 
sable, though greatly inferior tothe forme:. General Dampierre is said to 
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‘have been wounded by a cannon ball, and is since dead ;—no officer of rank 
among the combined forces has suffered on this occasion. 

The effect of the failure of this grand effort, upon the leaders of Admi- 
nistration in France, cannot be as yet distinctly known; but it may be 
in part guefsed at, from the following decree proposed by Chaumert, and adop- 
ted by the Convention. 

“ That the plan pretend by the Commons of Herault, viz, “ that sums 
of money fhould be levied from the rich,” thall be sent to all the Sections of 
Paris, and into the Departments,—that the Sections fhall be all convened 
to-morrow, to adopt this measure,—that Commifsioners fhall be sent into all 
the Departments, to inflame the citizens with a love of liberty,—that a pro- 
clamation fhall be made through all the streets of Paris, that the country is 
in imminent danger ; and lastly, it was decreed, that all citizens fhould be in- 
vited to inroll themselves for a secret oy a which will not take up 
more than fifteen days, and arms fhall be furnifhed to every person applying 


for them. 
Every Section has been ordered to raise ten men in proportion to every 


hundred it contains. 

It would seem this can anly be intended for carrying into execution some 
bold effort on the northern frontiers, or perhaps in Brittany. 

Tuscany has now also renounced its system of neutrality, and the French 
ambafsador has been ordered to quit these states within twenty-four hours. 
Portugal also has formally declared war against France. 


STATE PAPERS. 


Letrer from the MinisTgr of the Frencn Repustic, to the SECRETARY 
of the UN1TED StaTEs of AMERICA. 


Philadelphia, Feb. 6. 1793-—Second year of the republic. 


“ In conformity to the orders I have just received, I am eager to no- 
tify to the Government of the United States, in the name of the Provisory 
Executive Council, charged with the administration of our government, 
that the French Nation has constituted herself a Republic. 

** This notification would have been accompanied with frefh credentials, 
if the basis which ought to be establifhed on this head, had been finally re- 

ted, and if the Executive Council had not chosen rather to manifest as 
soon as pofsible the resolution taken by the whole nation, of declaring the 
abolition of royalty, and the creation of a republic in France. Independent 
of the interest which this great determination of a nation that has given her 
concurrence to the defence of liberty and the establifhment of independence,- 
ought to inspire here, it will doubtlefs also be considered by the United 
States, as a new pledge of the clofe friendfhip which subsists between the 
two nations. In this persuasion, the Executive Council of the French re. 
public has charged me to afsure your government of her dispositions, which 
are likewise those of my nation, to rivet the ties of our friendthip with you, 
and to ww between the two nations, commercial connections of reci« 

utility. 

“I congratulate myself upon being able to transmit to you the exprefsion 
of sentiments in which I participate to the utmost extent, and of which my 
conduct thall never cease to bear an invariable testimony. 

(Signed) TERNAUT.” 
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Awswer of the AMERICAN SecreTary of State, to the Orricen of the 


Frencu MINIsTRY. 
“ Sir, Philadelphia, Feb. 23. 17935 


“ I have laid before the president of the United States, the businefs 
which you communicated to me on the 13th instant, in the name of the 
Provisory Executive Council, charged with the administration of your 
government. 

“* The president receives with great satisfaction this mark of attention 
on the oa of the Executive Council of France, to inform us of the detes- 
mination taken by the National Convention, even before the new official ar- 
rangements were finally settled. 

“ Be persuaded, Sir, that the government and the citizens of the United 
States, behold with the most sincere pleasure every progrefs of your nation 
towards her happinefs, so efsentially connected with her liberty; and he 
considers the union of principles and views between both countries, as a tie 
by which their interests and affairs are the more closely rivetted. 

“ We feel a lively desire that our mutual dispositions may operate a 
common advantage, in inducing us to establifh our commercial intercourse 
on principles equally favourable to natural rights, to liberty, and to those 
of our own respective governments. (Signed) 

JEFFERSON.” 


By the last advices from America, it appears, that the Indian war is far 
from being terminated. The Indians have obtained another victory over 
the Congrefsional troops; and they profefs they never will lay down the 
hatchet until the Americans evacuate all the lands they hold to the west 
of the Ohio, which they pretend to say have been occupied unjustly. Un- 
happy must be the state of the poor settlers, who have obtained pofsefsion 
of that district! 


DOMESTIC. 

In this country, the general state of affairs respecting foreign connections 
eppears not to be much different from what it has been for some time past. 
The armaments by sea and land are going forward with vigour. Ships are 
putting into commifsion every day; and new levies of treops are ordered. 
Of late, seamen have begun to be imprefsed at Leith and other sea ports af 
Scotland ; a practice that the inhabitants were in hopes would have been 
unnecefsary, from the vast numbers who had voluntarily entered in conse» 
quence of the high bounty offered to them by private bodies of men. Some 
trading vefsels, as usual, have been captured onhoth sides; but these captures 
have been much lefs numerous than at the beginning of any former foreign 
war; and the numbers will now probably diminifh, because both parties 
will be more on their guard than at the beginning. The Spanith Register 
fhip that was recaptured by admiral Gell, has been declared to be a legal 
prize, with the concurrence of the Spanifh ambafsador ; and promises to be 
a prize of the highest value that ever was captured in Europe ; but the ac- 
tual value of it cannot be as yet ascertained. No engagement between thips 
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of war worth naming has taken place; nor do we hear that any squa- 
dron of French fhips of any consequence is at sea. The combined fleet in 
the Mediterranean, consisting of Britifh and Spanith thips, is now of great 
force. Some Portuguese vefsels are soon to join them. 

A report has prevailed, that a hip of force, a seyenty-four, and a frigate, 
“have been seen off the coast of Aberdeen, supposed to be a French thip of 
war; but no certainty of what fhe is,.or her destination, has been yet ob- 
‘tained. 

In Parliament some affairs of great moment have been lately agitated. 

The treasonable correspondence bill is at last pafsed with many amendments, 


after long and violent debates in both Houses. . 
Lord Auckland, 

Mr Sheridan brought forward a motion, April 25th, tending to criminate 
lord Auckland for a memorial he had presented to the States General on the 
sth of April; which after an animated debate of several hours, was rejected 
by a majority of 211 against thirty-six. 

Commercial credit bill. 

The distrefses of this country arising from a total interruption of commer 
cial credit, have arisen to a most alarming height, so as to threaten the 
most fatal consequences unlefs some speedy remedy was applied. This 
_businefs, on the motion of Mr Pitt, was referred to a select committee of 
fifteen, to consider that subject and to report to the House. This report was 
referred to a committee of the whole House on the 29th of April. The 
conclusions of the select committee were, That the committee were of 
opinion, ; 

rst, That exchequer bills, to the amount of Five, instead of three millions, 
fhouldbe ifsued for the relief proposed, bearing an interest of twopence half- 


penny per day per cent. or 31. 163. per annum, 

adly, That exchequer bills, amounting to the sum of 20]. sol. and rool. be 
made for the above purposes, and that they be made payable in August, 
November, and May. That twenty €ommifsioners be appointed, who 
fhould act without reward, to select such objects as they think fit, on appli- 
cation for relief. That those fhould constitute a Board, with officers acting 
under them, to carry their resolutions into effect. - 

3dly, That merchants having goods in Liverpool, Hull, Bristol, and 
Glasgow, fhall be included, agreeable to the terms specified, to the relief 
proposed. 

4thly and sthly, That the amount of the applications and their various 
clafses thall be ascertained by the Board, and that they fhall apportion the 
sums to be advanced; and that exchequer bills, to carry into effect the resolu- 
tions of the committee, fhall be immediately ifsued to the amount . of 


3,500,000. 
Gthly, That the remainder of the 5,000,000l. fhall be ifsued at such peri- 


ols as they deem necefsary. 

ythly, That on failure of payment, the goods deposited as security, fhall 
be soli by public auction to indemnify government. 

8thl), That all payments made before May, and all monies arising from 
sales, fhall be Iodged in the bank, and re-ifsued if the Board fhall find i, 


expedient. 
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The House adopted these resolutions with a few amendments, and a bil 
has been pafsed to that effect, vesting the power of carrying into effect 
in a committee of members of the House. What the effects of this bill may be 
it is impofsible to foresee; but never perhaps was a case of such universal ur- 
gency submitted tothe consideration of parliament. 

Parliamentary reform. 

On the 6th May, Mr Gray brought forward a motion forthe long agitated 
question of a parliamentary reform. His motion was, That the petitions 
which had been presented to the House for that effect, fhould “ be referred to” 
acommittee, with instructions that they report their opinions on the same.” 
After a long and able debate at two sittings, in whichthe principal speakers 
in the House took a fhare, the motion was rejected ; 282 against forty-one, 
majority of 241. 

India bill. 

Mr Dundas’s India Bill seems to meet with little opposition. It is now in 
its progrefs through the House ; and will be more particularly mentioned on 
some future occasion. 


Slave trade, 
On the 12th inst. Mr Wilberforce moved for leave to bring in a bill for abo- 
lifhing the trade for supplying foreign territories with slaves. Sir William 
Young, who has strentously opposed all other motionsrespecting the slave trade, 


seconded the motion. Agreed; forty-one against thirty-four. 

He then moved for leave to bring in a bill to limit and regulate the 
importation of slaves into the Byitifh colonies. Rejected ; thirty-five against 
twenty-five. 

ScoTLanp. 
Reform in the election of county members of parliament. 

A project, has been long in agitation in this part of Britain, for correcting 
the evils that arsse from the power of creating what has been called Nominal 
and Fictitious Voters from electing members to serve in parliament for coun- 
ties. Many meetings of delegates from the different counties have been held, for 
the purpose of devising some plan of redrefsing this evil ; and a plan was at 
length made out and publifhed for the consideration of the several counties, by 
whichit was proposed, to lewer the rate of valued rent which thould entitle a 
person to vote for a member of parliament, to asum considerably lefs than that 
which qualifies him for it at present, with other alterations, all tending to 
give greater weight to the lower clafses of men in that businefs than they 
have at present. This plan was warmly supported by that party in Scotland 
who are supposed to favour a democratical system of government ; and op- 
posed by the party who are supposed to favour. the court interest. Some 
publications of rather an acrimonious tendency were submitted to the consi- 
deration of the freeholders previous to the time of their electing delegates’ 
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who were proposed to meet at Edinburgh to take this subject into consi+ 
deration on the 30th ult. But it appears from the resolves of the county 
‘meetings that the people in Scotland in general strongly disapprove at present 
of the proposed plan of reform, as the counties have been nearly unanimous 
in refusing to send any delegates to that meeting. 


Coal duty. 
May 15th Mr Dundas has just moved tora committee, and the committee 


have resolved that the duty on al! coals and cinders carried coastwise to and 
in Scotland, fhail cease. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


COURT OF KING’: BENCH. The Kinc v. Rincway and Symonps. 
LiBELs. 


The defendants were brought from Newgate on Wednesday to receive 
sentence for publifhing several seditious and treasonable libels. 

The indictment against Mr Ridgway, was for publifhing the pamphlet 
called The Jockey Club; the letter styled An Addrefs to the Addrelsers ; 
and the Second Part of the Rights of Man. 

The prosecution against Mr Symonds was for publifhing The Jockey 
Club, and the letter called, An Addrefs to the Addreisers. 

Judge Afhurst pronounced the following sentence upon the defendants, 
viz. 

‘That James Ridgway thould be imprisoned for publifhing the Jockey Club, 
for the term of two years, in Newgate; for the Addrefs to the Addrefsers, 
one year in the same goal, and pay afine of L. 100, the imprisonment to com- 
mence at the expiration of the former sentence; and that for publifhing the 
Rights of Man, he pay a fine of L. 100, and be imprisoned for the farther 
term of one year. At the expiration of the several sentences, to find secu- 
rity for his good behaviour for five years, himself in L. 500 and two sureties 
in L. 250 each, and be farther imprisoned till the fines be paid, and the secu- 
rity found. 

The sentenceof Mr Symonds was, that for publifhing the Jockey Club he 
pay-a fine of L. 100 and be imprisoned in Newgate for one year, (to com- 
mence from the expiration of the imprisonment of two years he was lately 
sentenced to at the Old Bailey for the publication of the Rights of Man,) 
and for the letter styled, an Addrefs to the Addrefsers, a fine of L. 100 and 
one year’s imprisonment, to commence at the expiration of the two former 
terms of imprisonment; and after these sentences are duly expired to find 
security for his good behaviour for five years, himself in L. 500 and two sure- 
ties in L.250 each, and be farther confined till the fines be discharged, 
and the security found. 

On Thursday, May. oth, the Potomauk Planter, captain Parker, an Ameri- 
can vefsel, arrivéd at Dover from Calais, with several pafsengers on board, 
among whom were Mr Beckford, Mr Milnes, Mr Sflill, Mr Hartley, and a 
lady of high rank known in the fafhionable circles of both kingdoms. By 
the order of the Convention, the number of pafsengers was limited to eigh- 
teen persons. The difficulty of obtaining pa{sports from England, as well as 
from the municipalities, detains between three or four hundred Englifhmen 
on the other side of the water, and subjects them to suspicions denun- 
ciations of the most alarming kind. Several Englifhmen of the family, late- 
ly in Paris, have been denounced as agents of our ministers, and as being 
concerned in the spiriting up of the people to insurrection, and they only 
saved themselves by flight. 

A map of France accompanies this number, 
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FRANCE. 


‘Le E French regency still continue to make every pofsible exertion to ré- 
pel the attacks of theit enemies, who, on their side, prefs forward with an- 
ceasing afsiduity. The progtefs of the combined armies is of course slow}; 
and every advantage they obtain is purchased at a considerable expence of 
blood. It would be tiresothe to recount the various tkirmifhes and ren- 
counters that have taken place; and more so to detail the different and 
contradictory accounts that have been given of these engagementsiby the 
writers who favour the interests of the one or the other party; it is enough 
té observe; that, upon the whole, the allied armies seem to have conducted 
their operations with vigour and caution, so as to Continue in a progrefsive 
state, notwithstanding the extraordinary exertions of the French to oppose 
them. 
Army of the Ardennes. 

The most important action that has taken place since our last,,on the nor- 
thern frontiers, hiappened on the 23d ult. when the combined forces, under 
the Prince of Saxe Cobourg, and General Clairfait, attacked the French in 
their strong entrenchments, in the camp of Famars, and Anzain, both of 
which, after astrong resistance, that lasted nearly two days, were finally car- 
ried, and are now occupied by the combitied forces. This is deemed a most 
important victory ; 4s these are accounted the strongest posts the French 
can occupy in that neighbourhood. Anzain is a height sonear to Valen- 
ciennes as in some measure to command that place, and the pofsefsion of -it 
must of course contribute towards its reduction. Ten thousand of the 
French army were driven, on that occasion, as would appear more from 
necefsity than choice, into Valenciennes, which is now besieged in 
form. 

The French, on their part, made a sudden and unexpected attack upon 
Furnes on the 23d, and having surprised a small body of Dutch troops sta- 
tioned there, cut most of them to pieces, andjcarried the place; but 
they were dispofsefsed in a few hours after having pillaged the place. 
This gave some alarm at Ostend, where a rumour sa that it was.to be 
immediately attacked by a strong army. 
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Army of the Rhine. 

Custine, notwithstanding ‘the difsatisfaction he has so frequently ex- 
prefsed at his situation, still continues to command the French forces on the 
Rhine ; and has made many exertions todrive back the Prufsian forces there, 
and has in fact cutoff sonie of their advanced parties, and burnt and laid 
under contribution several places in Deux Ponts and Limbourg. The great 
est exertion he made was on the 16th last ; when having collected all his for- 
ces, with a view, if pofsible, to send some supplies down the Rhine to Mentz, 
he fell suddenly upon the Prufsians, and at the beginning seemed to carry 
every thing before him; but in the end ‘was finally repulsed by the count 
de Hohenlee, and his designs rendered abortive. 

This attack was for several days believed in this country to have proved 
unsuccefsful, owing to the confident manner in which the French account 
stated it as a great victory; nor could the public be entirely satisfied 
on this head, till the following letter from Custine himself was pub- 
lifhed. 

NaTionaL CoNvVENTION. 
Wednesday May 22. 
Read-aletter from general Custine, dated Weifsembourg, May 18. as fol- 


ws: 
“ On the 16th, Isent orders to general Houchard to attack Sembach 


With his troops, whilst general Pully attacked the Prufsians at Permefheim. 
In order to attack the Prufsians with greater succefs, I propagated a report 
among them, that I was reinforced with cavalry from the army of the 
Moselle, and also with artillery from Strafbourg. 

“ On the-r6th, at eight o‘clock at night, I marched with twenty-six bat- 
talions, three regiments of dragoons, and five of cavalry, to take post on the 
heights of Dinheim. The battle began at half past five the following mor- 
ning. Our artillery had great effect. The battle at first was much in our 
favour, but while our infantry were forming, a regiment of our cavalry rode 
up towards them, which a battalion of our troops taking for the enemy, ran 
away, and could not be rallied. #I did every thing to stop their flight, 
but in vain; and in running off they fhot at our troops, and behaved fixe 
cowards. (Signed) 

; CusTiner.” 
No wonder that uncertainty thould prevail with regard to events of this 
nature, when we advert that the following letter would be considered as a 
very authentic account of the same transaction, had we not had that from 


the general himself before it. 
Friday May 24. 
Read a letter from the Commifsioners of the National Convention, dated 


Head Quarters at Norbach, May ro. as follows: 
“ Being arrived at the army of the Moselle on the 16th, we found that 
a battle was about to take place. We descended from our carriage, and 


got on horseback, to follow our brave troops. 
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“ Having advanced some distance, our light’infantry met the Profsians , 
at Neukirchen. Our troops fought them within pistol thot. The enemy 
soon retired.—General Houchard ordered a regiment of dragoons to advance, 
while our light tfoops attacked the village. The Pruisians, however, 
thought fit not to wait,and ran off. 

“ Our troops pursued them to the valley of Hombourg and Carlefberg, 
when they hoped the Prufsians would make a stand and fight. We wait- 
ed an hour, however no enemy appeared. Our general finding the Prufsians 
would not fight, and being unwilling to tire our troops, ordered a retreat. 

“ Nothing can equal the regret of our troops at not fighting. They 
were much mortified at being ordered to retreat; and it was only in afsu- 
ting them that another opportunity would soon offer, that they were per~ 


suaded to fall back. 
“ We have only to add, that whilst we have such brave defendersof our 


country, we need not fear our nemies. (Signed) Maxisaut, Montat, 
Soverany MaInet.” 
Mentz continues to be closely beseiged, though the heavy cannon have 
not yet been brought against it; from these exertions it would seem that 
Custine is not quite so much at his ease with respect to the fate of that 


place, as he says. 
Nationa. ConvENTION. 


Army of the Pyrenees. 

The same contradictory accounts prevail with respect to this quarter, as 
the others." The operations of the Spaniards were by some represented as 
of no importance ; while others speak of their conquests as great and rapid. 
The following accounts may perhaps be deemed as authentic as any that has 


yet app: ared. 

The President of the Department of the Eastern Pyrenees, in a letter dated 
the oth instant, entered into a very unfavourable detail of the state of that 
Department. He contradicted the report made to the Convention, in which “ 
it had been announced, that the handful of men who had attacked the Py- 
renees had been subdued. 

Instead of forty thousand men expected, he observed, that scarcely eight 
thousand had arrived. The Spaniards partly occupied the Pyrenees, and had 
establifhed at Cerest, and before Eux, a post of fifteen thousand men.—He 
ascribed all the calamities which had befallen the Department to the Com» 
mifsioners Deputies, whose recal he demanded. He would guarantee with 
his life the facts he advanced.—Referred to the Committee of Public Safety. 

A citizen of St Jean de Luz writes on the i1th, “ We met witha 
check at Saars; our troops, inferior in number, and surprised by the enemy, 
performed prodigies of valour ; but the greater part of the cartridges were 
blank ones.—The Spaniards have got pofsefsion of this town; but the pa- 
triots, whom they searched for, with the Constitutional Priest, have made 
their escape. 

“ The enemy afked the Administrators, if they would become Spaniards— 
they desired a day to consider of it, and their answer was in the affirma. 
tive. 

“ From Saars the Spaniards fell upon St Pez, where theydemanded a con- 
tribution of one thousand fheep and two hundred oxen; but the inhabitants, 
having obtained a respite of ten days for the delivery, were succoured in time, 
and the contribution was not levied. At this time SeR VAN was reposing on 
down at St Jean de Luz; and when the mayor went to announce to him the 
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danger of his- brethren at St Pez, he was not to be seen, and in the 
evening went to Bayonne. This has not added to our confidence in SER's 
VAN.” he pots 


Lyons is now in a state of insurrection, as well as Marseilles. They 
have formed, an anti-revolutionary tribunal at Lyons, which appears to be 
of a very sanguinary nature ; and has struck the patriotic party with terror, 
many of whom have fled from thence. The National Convention have for- 
bidden all persons from paying any respect to the orders of this tribunal. 

With regard to the internal state of France, a better idea of it may be got 
from the following legislative acts, and transactions of public functionaries, 
than could be conveyed by any private details. 


Letter of General Custine to the President. of the Nationat Conven- 


TION. 
Head Quarters General at Wei/sembourg, May 7. 1793. 


* Citizen PRESIDENT, 

*¢ ¥ cannot command the armies of the Rhine and Moselle, which have 
been intrusted to me, after having lost the confidence of citizens Ruamps, 
Montant, and Sobrani, the Commifsioners of the Representatives of the 
people. I cannot doubt that the first has brought with him the most dis- 
agreeable and most unmerited prejudices against me. 

“ These three Commifsioners, on Saturday the 27th of April, brought me 
to trial before them, giving me, as antagonist, Lieutenant Colonel Offen- 
stein, one of the least respectable subjects of the Republic. ; 

“ “At present, after returning from a journey which I was obliged to take 
to the Upper Rhine, for the interests of the Republic, I was violently accu- 
sed by one of these Representatives, in presence of a number of the officers 
of the army, respecting a letter which I wrote to the duke of Brunswick ; 
an exact copy of which I have here subjoined, with my private thoughts, by 
which it was dictated, explained in the margin. As long as I was obliged 
only to interpret my exprefsions, I answered with all that moderation which 
the Commifsioners hada right to expect: but when one of them, whom the 
rest applauded, accused me of having displayed in that letter sentiments un- 
worthy of a republican, I can no longer after such anjnjuiry continue to com- 
mand the armies of the Republic; and for its interest, I request that you 
will appoint some one to succeed me, for I cannot command the French 
troops after their Delegates announced to me that they refuse me their es- 
teem; and it would be difhonouring the post to which your confidence 
raised me, and by fhowing myself unworthy of that testified to me by my 
fellow citizens, if through ambition I fhould retain an office in which such 
language would deprive me of the means of being able to discharge the du-' 
ties of it. , 

“ The chargcter which I had, even before the Afsembly of States Gene. 
ral, the opinions which at that epoch were in me the result of long expe- 
rience, atd_of mature observation, made in the midst of courts (an experience 
and observation which give ris¢ to my republican principles) are the same 
at present ; but'as they are the result of principles hag ago deeply studied, 
they have not produced that exaggeration which makes some despise all 
Kings, because they have had the misfoftune to be born on the throne. 

I beg the Representatives of the people to remember, that I demanded 
the restoration of a villain, and that I was not making an eulogiom 5 but [ 
will again repeat, let impartial men read my letter, and they willsee whether 
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I offer incense to the yirtues of the king of Prufsia ;-—on the contrary, they 
will read, that I hope not to be compelled to pronounce opinions erik Tomas 
able to him, as those which would be excited in my mind by his granting 
protection to traitors. 

“ I thall not here mention the harth exprefsions with which this charge 
was accompanied, because they concern myself personally.. I insist only on 
the impofsibility under which I am of being able to discharge those functi- 
ons which Iam desirous to see taken from me. My wifhes for the glory 
of the arms of the Republic are, however, not lefs sincere. I with that ano- 
ther more fortunate than myself may unite the confidence of the Commifsi- 
gners to the talents necefsary for insuring our succefs. Till the last ma, 
ment I fhall neglect nothing to attain that end, the object of all my vows ; 
bat I must inform you, Representatives of the people, that it is absolutel 
requisite that some one may be appointed to fill my place as soon as pofsible; 
I thall wait for my succefsor, and give him an account of all my plans. 

(Signed) CusTINE.” 


The army having exprefsed great confidence in him, he has been pre. 
vailed on to continue in the command. 
Jacozrn Civ. 
Thursday, May 9. 


Charles, a member, proposed many measures of expediency, in the pre- 
sent critical state of the French Republic. 

He first proposed to fort: armies, not such dittle ones as were usually de- 
creed by the Convention, but of an hundred thousand, and even of three 
hundred thousand each—to send Patriotic Deputies to superintend all the 
operations of the military —to suspend, during the war, pr pp except 
those of urgeney—to create a Revolutionary Tribunal in each Department ; 
—to establith Popular Societies in all the Communes of ‘the Republic, and 
Lecturers, (to be paid) to read all the Patriotic papers circulated through 
France—to supersede all the Adminstrators of the posts, and to demand of 
their succefsors a precise account of their administrations—ad to dedlare 
all the unconstitutional priests, emigrants. 

He next proposed, that all who pofsefs gold and silver moneys, thall carry 
them to the National Mint by the 1st of July next. All specie not carried 
thither by that time to pafs according toits weight and quality only. 

To make known throughout France the resolution of one of the Paris Sec- 
tions, to seize on all the perspnal property of individuals pofsefsing any, and 
make them reparation in a/signats. 

He concluded with this proposition—that all the Departments fhould set 
out in a body, without troubling themselves about arms: and that all sus- 
pected, persons fhould be seized on, and placed in the front of the army which 
is to cruth the rebels, 

“ I think,” said he, “ that if we had about five or six thousand Aristo- 
crates to oppose to the guns of the revolters, they would look on them twice 
before they would attempt to fire, provided they were not otherwise awed 
and terrified into submifsion by the imposing sight of a great body of people 
risen in a mafs against them.” 

National ConvVENTION, 


Convorcer, after stating the extreme danger of the Republic, proposed 
anew Convention fhould be elected to act in December. The discufsion 
was postponed. 

General Santerre appeared at the bar, and made this addrefs : 

“* We are ready to set out for La Vendee ; and to-morrow, and the en- 
suing days, twelve or fourteen thousan] men will set cut, We have eighty 


gus, and abundance of ammunition, 
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“ To make our succefses more certain, I propose to you to decree. 

* st, To all the battalions of volunteers who are not inscribed, an expes 
rienced officer fhall be annexed. 

“ adly All the citizens of Paris who have serviceable musquets fhall 
deliver them to those who are to set out. The War Minister fhall recom- 
pense them by fusils to be repaired for that purpose. 

“ 3dly, Santerre is authorised to communicate to two members of the 
Committee of Public Safety, the means he has devised for the activity of the 
service of the artillery 

“ gthly, The War Minister fhall have at his disposal six hundred thousand 
livres for the repair of the fusils, and five hundred thousand for the execution 
of the preceding article.” ; 

The General concluded by suggesting, that, “ After the Counter-revol- 
tionists fhali bave been subdued, an hundred thousand men may readily 
make a descent on ENGLAND, thereto proclaim an appeal to the ENGLISH 
Peorte on the present war.” ; 

Referred to a Committee of Public Safety. 

Marat, “ the friend of the people,” has denounced Le Brun, the minis- 
ter, whom he thus describes ; “ Le Brun began the world by the noble em- 
ployment of a crimp on the quay de la Feraille. Poor and pitiful he afsoci- 
ated himself with a brazier at Herve, near Leige, to conduct a journal, the 
expence of which was defrayed by the brazier, whose name was Smith.— 
This journal was filled with the most fulsome praises, the grofsest flattery 
of the Emperor, and Governor of Brufsels. The rise of Le Brun is absolutely 
the work of Dumourier. In 1790, Le Brun came to Paris with Smith the 


brazier, and set up a printing-office in the Rue des Marais, where, by the 
vilest artifices, he obtained the patronge of the hero of Jemappe, who raised 
him to the ministry. With respect to all the agents of Le Brun, such as 
Maret, the Abbe Soulavie, Theuville, &7c. the public opinion has already 
pronounced on them.” 


DECLARATION MADE BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL CONVENTION 
TO THE Frencu NarTIon. 


“ CITIZENS, 

* The scandaldus scene which has just pafsed in the Tribunes convinces 
me of the truth of ‘a conspiracy which has been revealed to me by many 
good citizens, who, fearing the poignards of afsafsins, have refused to make 
their names public. I fhali no wdevelope this plot! Legislators, people, be’ 
attentive ? your safety is concerned ! 

“ The aristocracy and the coalition of kings, who tremble at their inability 
to snatch from us our liberty by force of arms, are now preparing to destroy 
it, by an intrigue carried on by gold. These were the days appointed for the 
execution of their plot; and what pafsed yesterday and to-day in the hall are 
only preliminaries to it. This conspiracy has been formed for the same pur- 
pose as that ofthe roth of May,—they with to destroy the Convention by 
insurrection, and this is their plan of execution. 

“« The conspirators, after having for a long time prepared the minds of 
the people by crafty speeches clothed in patriotic language, have misled the 
members of the popular sacieties, of the Constituted Authorities, and even 
of the Convention itself, so as almost ‘to have persuaded them that to save 
the country a new i:surrection was necefsary. This insurrection has been 
organized by clandestine committees. Every thing is preconcerted and ar- 
ranged. The disorder which they have fcreated in the Convention will 
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serve as a pretext for their projected riot. The women too lend their afsis- 
tance, many of whom have been formed into regiments for this iniquitous un< 
dertaking. At the moment when their misguided arms are uplitted for the 
destruction of their country, they endeavour to persuade us that they are em~ 
ployed in saving it. 

“ A great majority of the citizens, it is true, have not been seduced; but 
our enemies have succeeded in making fanatics of that credulous part of 
the people, who, more remarked for their virtue than their understanding, 
are often misled. They have also attempted to persuade the volunteers who 
are going to Vendee, that they ought not to depart till after the execution 
of their project._ 

“« The insurgents are to execute, on the Members of the Convention and 
other citizens, the proscriptions which have been ordered by their leaders. 
The persons proscribed will necefsarily find some defenders; a combat will 
ensue, and such Members of the Convention as fhall have been led astray, 
will be themselves mafsacred. The national representation will then be 
destroyed ; the flames of civil war will break forth; and the Departments 
and the armies will be divided. 

“ A prey to anarchy, there no longer remains to France any rallying 
point. During these intervals, all the powers at the same time attack our 
trontiers—the aristocrates fhow themselves, and the counter-revolution is 
effected. 

“ Citizens, this the abyfs into which you are about to be precipitated, if, 
notwithstanding all that you have just heard, you persist in following the 
instigations of those that mislead you.—I call heaven to witnefs, it is for 
your welfare alone that I speak. If you could see the bottom of my heart, 
you would there discover how much I abhor slavery—how much I adore 
liberty : It is fhe who at this moment inspires me! 

“ Towe to my country the declaration that I have made—I have dis- 
charged my conscience, and, firm at my post, I wait the events. 

“ I love the people too well not to use my utmost endeavours to save 
them from the effects of their own madnefs; and if in the excefs of their 
blindnefs, it fhould happen that in this chair I fhould receive their attacks, 
covered with wounds I will still offer up my prayers for their happinefs, and 
my last words fhall be, O God preserve the liberty of my country, and pare 
don those murderers ; they know not what they do. 

(Signed) IsNaRD.” 
Breton Royauists. 


Substance of a letter to the Mayor of Paris, and communicated by bim to 
the Municipality. 

“ The ee at present occupy a part of the territory of six Depart- 
ments, viz. Indre and Loire, Maine and Loire, Loire Inferieyre, la Vendee, 
les Deux Sevres, and la Vienne. This invaded territory forms a circle, 
the radius of which may be about fifteen or twenty leagues. (This is al- 
lowing a circumference of from ninety to one hundred and twenty leagues. ) 
The central point is at Chemille, Gholet, and Mortagne. It is from the 
latter city that all grenadiers of Saumur who were made prisoners are con- 
fined. In these places the insurgents have collected together all their stores 
of reserve, which principally consist of troops of black cattle; these they al- 
low to feed inthe meadows. By the prodigious numbers of oxen they 
have collected, the failure in the Parissupplies mayin a great measure be ac- 
counted for. The amount of the revolters cannot be calculated. It is pretty 
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nearly equal to the population of the territory they occupy—for they force 
all the inhabitants to march. 

“ Their armies are from twenty to five-and-twenty thousand men each. 
They ate armed with fowling pieces, and have neither swords nor bayonets. 
Of service musquets they have only such as they have taken from the pa-+ 
triots. The major part are armed with pitch-forks, spits, sticks, tc. 
They have in their potsefSion thirty field pieces, but no heavy carinon. They 
often want powder ; and you will learn with itidighation, that our own vohin- 
proc have sold them their cartouches, to purchase eggs, butter, and other such 

rticles. 

Their women do not follow themsto the field, but remain in the villages, 
and serve as spies, pafsing on from farm to farm the intelligence of the posi- 
tidn of the armies of the Republic .’Tis also by theit means that many of 
éar volunteers have surrendered their cartouches. 

. “ So terrible did these men make theniselves at the first onset, that whole 
battalions of our meh fled precipitately, throwing down arnis, and terrified 
with the report of out own punts. 

“ The insurgents have no sort of military organization, no regiments, no 
| rearae of officets, and no plan for a campaign. ‘They march in colunins of 

e or four meén in front, the head of each column directed by one of their 
chiets, who alone kniows the point towhich they are to be conducted. When 
they fight, they conceal themselves in the heath broom ; on their first ap- 

ce, four or five of them are perceived together in each direction, craw- 
along the hedges and dykes, and endeavouring to approach as near as 
ible, to discharge at such of out soldiers as may be advanced before the 
ine. The remainder of their troops how arrive in a body, running in full 
speed without preserving any order, and utteritig loud fhouts: They after- 
wards extend to the right and left, to carry off our soldiery I fhall not re- 
peat to you all that has been said of their fanaticism, and of the stratagems 
the priests have employed to make them insensible of theit danger: The ef- 
fects of this Charlatanism may be readily conceived. Their chief§ no lon- 
ger conceal themselves; and sign themiselves, the Generals of the Christain 
army. 
- % is certain, thata fhort time ago the priests dnd ¢i-devant nobles wifhed 
to pafs the Loire, and proceed straight to Paris. They trusted, that, with 
the aid of the counter-revolationists, with whomi they knew the metropolis 
to swarm, they could succeed in breaking up the Lonvention. The revol- 
ters, however, dare not quit theit country, and have constantly persisted in 
refusing to pais the Loire, 

“Im the earlier part of his month, they menaced Angers, and afterwards, 
taking a direction towards Saumur, attacked Thouars, which they carried. 
If was then thought that they would proceed towards Chinon, and from thence 
to Tours. They, however, directed their progrefs to the right, to Parthenay, 
and have turned their back on the Loire. They are now circumscribed be. 
tween Nantz,Angers, Saumur, Tours, Poictiers, and Nyort. (Signed. 

RUSLE.” 

The following are the sums levied by the Commune of Paris, for carrying 
on the war;—1o out of every 1000 livres yearly rent; 40 out of 2uC0 ; 
So out of 3006; 150 out of 4000; 300 out Of 6000 ; 1500 out of 10,0c0; 
gooo out of 15,c00; 5:00 out of 20,000; 10,00 out of 2 $10CO 5 and 
12,0c0 out of 30,c00, The surplus beyond this, isto be at the entire dis- 


posal of the netion. 
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FOREIGN. - 
FRANCE. 


_ our last, no material alteration has taken place in regard to this 
country. The combined’army on the northern frontiers keeps its former 
position. The siege of Valenciennes is going forward. Every day expec- 
tations are raised that the town cannot hold out above a few days. It does 
not however, appear from any good authority that it is as yet in any im- 
minent danger. 

Serious reports obtain, that diseases begin to prevail in the camp of the 
combined armies, somewhat of the same nature with those that so much 
weakened the Prufsian armies last year. ° 

From the vigour of the French attack lately on Furnes, some suspicion 
begins to prevail that they meditate an attack upon Ostend, which isat pre- 
sent a post of great importance for preserwing a free communication, be- 
tween Britain and the combined armies. To insure the pofsefsion of that 
place, Sir William Erfkine is now busied in putting the fortifications there, 
into the best pofsible state of defence. 

Nothing of importance has been done by the French armies near Cam- 
bray, since Custine took the command of that army; a mutual distrust be- 


tween him and the ruling party in France seems to prevail, so that he is ob- 
liged to be more intent on defending himself against their attacks, than is 
altogether compatible with the due execution of his duties asa gene- 


ral. 

The siege of Mentz goes on very slowly ; several sallies have been made 
by the garrison of that place, which seem to keep the besiegers in check. 

The French in Luxemburgh having made a succefsful inroad on the fron- 
tiers, obtained pofsefsion of Arlon, where there were considerable maga- 
zines formed by the Austrians; which having safely conveyed away, they 
abandoned that place. In that neighbourhood it would appear that 
the French forces are greatly siperior to the Austrians, who seem to be ap- 
prehensive of some new attack, which they will not be able effectually to 


repel. 
The king of Sardinia is saidto be on the point of acting offeasively a~ 


gainst the arms of France. 
VOL. XV, 
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General Paoli is in a state of actual hostilities against the French governs 


. 


. 


ment in Corsica. 

he Spaniards have made no material advances in the French territories 
since our last. Their forces there are said to be considerable, and no pow- 
er of consequence to oppose them. 

With regard to the internal state of France, the confusion is so great, 
as with the partial information we can obtain, prevents us from being able 
to form any decided opinion concerning it. 

The new minister at war, Beaunarnois, has been already denounced on 
all sides, as also Custine ; and Carra has been denounced, and struck off 
thelist of the Jacobins. 

The deputies that were arrested have made their escape; and are suppo- 
sed to have retired to their respective provinces, where they will probably 
endeavour to spread the flames of discontent. . 

Gorras, after having been at first well received in Normandy, and even 
led intriumph to Caen, is at present there under arrest. The insurrection 
in this province openly afsumes the character of royalists. 

Lyons ,continues to be in a state of rebellion. Toulon and Marseilles 
are at variance with each other: and the whole district of Var seems to be 
in a state of confusion. 

But the most serious insurrection against the Convention prevails in Brit-. 
tany, where the arms of Gaston have been of late decidedly victorious, af- 
ter a very fharp engagement, in which general Menou was mortally woun- 
ded, and SanTERRE obliged tofly with precipitation. Saumur surrendered 
to the victorious Gaston onthe 1oth of June. The patriotic army hes 
since divided itself into two parties; the battalions of Paris have fallen back 
upon Angers ; and the others have retreated to Tours, at which place is 
General SANTERRE. 


Copy of a Letter from General Santerre to the Convention. 


“© We can no longer difsemble. Great calamities threaten the republic ; 
for besides its innumerable enemies from within and without which sur- 
round us, we have a new one to contend with—that is, desertion. Afsist 
us, citizens, to destroy this scourge by which we are desolated. The roads 
are covered by deserters from our armies. There exist numerous laws to 
hinder desertion, but no attention is paid to carry them into execution. 

(Signed ) “ SANTERRE.” 

The department of Paris caused the following letter from Momoro and 
CHERVARDIER, the Commifsioners of the army of la Vendee, to be posted 
up in the streets on the 13th instant : 
. " Tours, June 10. 


“ The villains attacked Saumur yesterday, atthree o’clock in the after- 
noon, on the side towards Nantelli, and pafsed along the banks of the Loire. 
The cannonade was most furious on both sides. Our cavalry fled, and set 
out on a full gallop. Menov fought like a brave man; Bertier had three 
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horses killed under him. With regard to SANTERRE, after having fought 
like a true sans cullote, he disappeared, and we know not what has become 
ofhim. The enemy are masters of the Loire. We have lost our provisions, 
our ammunition, and almost the whole of our artillery. There is no strong 
place between Saumur and Paris to check the progrets of the rebels. Let 
all France rise, or France will be lost! A villain named Francors had 
the audacity to spike up three pieces of cannon, which were on the prin- 
cipal square. In several of the houses the people fired on our troops from 


the windows. 

General Gaston’s army is represented Jas now amounting to 150,cco 
men strong; and menaces Angers, Nantes and Rennes. 

The soldiers of the battalions of Paris that were at Versailles, and desti- 
ned for the expedition of la Vendee, have declared that they will not set 


out till they are paid. 
Such are the reports that at present seem to bear thd best appearance of 


probability respecting that unfortunate country. 


MISCELLANEOUS. * 


A projected partition of certain French territories among the combined 
powers, has got into all the papers. ThiS seems to be merely conjectural, 
and not worth repeating. Unfortunately the allotment that has been af-' 
signed to Britain, is of a nature too tempting to the cupidity of the good 
people of this island, not to induce many of them to grasp at it with avidity, 
$0 asto reconcile them to the continuance of a war, the great object of 
which [the security of Britain and her allies against the attacks of France,] 
seems now to be nearly attained: The French islands in the ‘West Indies 
are said to be intended to fall to the fhare of the Dutch and Britain. The 
capture of Tobago has already awakened our desire for plunder; and the 
capture of Martinico and Guadaloupe are announced as probably at hand, 
which will excite the national appetite to a still greater degree; the cons 
sequences of which, in the present state of this country, are much to be 
dreaded. 

The town of Glasgow has agreed unanimously to petition the king, on 
account of the great commercial distrefses to which the nation is subjec- 
ted by the war, to be graciously pleased to embrace the earliest opportunity 
that occurs, consistently with the safety of this nation, to put a termina- 
tion to thé war. It is to be regretted thatsome of the lower clafses of the 
people about Glasgow fhould have been suspected of favouring anti-mo- 
narchical principles, which may probably make the resolutions of this superi- 
or order of citizens have lefs weight with the nation at large than their im. 
portance ought to claim. 

The most remarkable political debates that have occurred in parliament 
Since our last, were 2 motion introduced by Lorp Stangopre in the house 
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of Peers June 17th, intended to censure Lord Auckland, in which the noble 
mover made some severe animadversions on some new treaties of alliance, 
particularly one with Rufsia, in which Britain engages not to enter into a- 
ny peace till the court of St Peterfburgh hall consent to it. On that occa- 
sion, the DUKE oF ( LARENCE said, “ That he had approved the war in its 
commencement, no man could doubt, for he had spoken and voted in its sup- 
port ; the ends for which it had been commenced, appeared now to him to 
be completely attained. Holland was at the commencement of the war in 
danger; that danger now no longer existed,” and he gave it as his opinion, 
that “ the sooner an honourable peace was concluded, the more it would 
conduce to the prosperity and happinets of this country.” 

A motion on the subject of the war was also made in the house of Com- 
mons on the 18th, by Mr Fox, on nearly the same grounds, which was ne- 
gatived by the great majority of 140, there being against the motion 187, 
for it 47. It is to be regretted, that in questions of this nature, no man of a 
temperate disposition who has no desire either to diminifh the influence 
of the minister, or to augment the power of a party can be found, who 
will come forward with a set of moderate propositions that could be adop- 
ted in their full extent, by every well disposed person in the house, instead 
of connecting the reasonable part of the proposition with others so extrava- 
gantly absurd, as must determine every person who is not of the party to op- 
pose it 
» One patriotic act unconnected with party, has been fortunately pafsed 
during the present sefsion of Parliament; the taking off the coasting coal 
duty in Scotland, which will, if properly followed up, be productive of more 
real benefit to this nation, than can he derived from the acquisition of 
much territory. Mr Dundas has, there is good reason to believe, the merit 
to have planned and perfected that act; even while those who are chiefly 
to be benefitted by it, were so much inattentive to their own interests as to 
lend him very little aisistance. There are other grievances arising from the 
operation of still more injudicious laws, which it is well known he is, equal- 
ly disposed to rectify, were the persons who ought to be more fully inform- 
ed of these things than he can be expected to be, disposed to come forward 
properly, and elucidate the subject. It is by such internal regulations only 
that the prosperity of a state can be augmented, and not by the acquisition 


of foreign territory. 

A gallant action took place in the channel on the 18th, between the 
Nymph Englith frigate Captain Pedlew, and the Cleopatra French frigate 
mounting 40 guns and 120 men, commanded by Mr Jean Mutton, which 


after a brave defence of fifty-five minutes close action, was boarded by Cap- 
tain Pellew and carried. The brave Mutton and about sixty men were 
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killed in the Cleopatra, and thirty-three killed and twenty-seven wounded 
in the Nymphe. 

The present sefsion of parliament was closed on the 21st ult. by the fol- 
lowing most gracious speech from the throne. 
His Majesty’s most gracious Speech to both Houses of Parliament. 


House of Lords, Friday June 21. : 

His majesty being seated on the Throne, and the Commons attending, 
the following mostigracious speech was made to both Houses of Parliament: 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The firmnefs, wisdom, and public spirit by which your conduct has been 
eminently distinguifhed on the many important occasions which have arisen 
during the present sefsion, demand my peculiar acknowledgements. 

Your firm determiaation to support the establifhed constitution, and the 
zealous and general concurrence in that sentiment which my subjects have 
so strongly and seasonably manifested, could not fail to check every at- 
sempt to disturb the internal repose of these kingdoms; and you will, I 
doubt not, in your several counties encourage the continuance of the same 
vigilant attention to that important object. ; 

The rapid and signal succefses which in an early period of the campaign 
have attended the operations of the combined armies, the respectable and 
powerful force which you have enabled me to employ by sea and land, and 
the measures which I have concerted with other powers for the effectual 
prosecution of the war, afford the best prospect of an happy ifsue to the impor- 
tant contest in which we are engaged. It is only by perseverancein vigo- 
rous exertions, and by endeavouring to improve the advantages already ac- 
quired, that we can hope to obtain the great end to which my views are 
uniformly directed—the restoration of peace on such terms as may be con- 
sistent with our permanent security, and with the great tranquillity of Eu- 
rope. 
Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

I return you my particular thanks for the cheerfulnefs and dispatch with 
which you have granted the necefsary supplies, and I am happy to reflect 
that you have been enabled liberally to provide for the exigencies of the 
public service in a manner so little burdensome to my people. 

My lords, and gentlemen, 

The arrangements which you have formed for the ggvernment of the Bri- 
tith territories in India, and for our commerce in that part of the world, will 
I doubt not, secure and augment the important benefits which we have al- 
ready derived from those valuable pofsefsions. It has been impofsihle for 
me to see without concern, the embarrafsment which has lately arisen in 
the state ofcommercial.credit, but the steps which you have taken to prevent 
the progre(s, appear already to have been productive of very salutary conse- 
quences ; and while they have afforded a striking instance of your attention 
to the interests of my people, their effect has furnifhed additional reason to 
believe, that the distrefs which has been felt, proceeded from a concurrence 
of temporary causes, and not from any diminution of the real wealth, or any 
failure in the pernranent resources of the country. 

Ihave much satisfaction in reflecting on tae effectual protection, which 
I have been enabled to afford to the trade of my subjects since the break- 
ing out of the war: I am at the same time persuaded, that if our commer- 
cial interests had unavoidably been affected to a more considerable extent, 
it would not have been forgotten, that we are contending four our future 
security, aud for the permanent preservation of advantages, the most strik- 
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ing and the most valuable which any nation has ever, through the blefsing 
of providence, been permitted to enjoy. 

“Then the lord chancellor, by his majesty’s command, said, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It is his majesty’s royal will and pleasure that this parliament be pro- 
rogued to Tuesday the 13th of August next, to be then here holden; and 
this parliament is accordingly prorogued to Tuesday the 13th day of Au- 
gust next.” 

A plan, proposed by Sir John Sinclair, for establifhing a chartered bank, 
at Glasgow, was laid before a numerous meeting of the merchants, manu- 
facturers, and traders in that city, who highly approved the principle of it, 
as tending much to the advantage of the trade and manufactures of that 
part of the country; and the appointed a committee of their number to 
consider what steps inould be taken to carry it into execution, and to re- 
port the same toa future meeting, 

Orders are sent to Ireland for the immediate embarkation of the nine re- 
giments for the Continent, formerly under orders to embark, but counter- 
manded, on account, as is generally supposed, of the disturbances in Ire. 


land. 

On a final decision between the Lords Commifsioners of the admiralty, 
and the Spanifh minister, it was determined that the whole of the specie, 
&%e. recaptured by the Parton, on board the Spanifh Register thip and 
Dumourier privateer, fhould be restored to the Spaniards. The reason for its 
being returned is, that during the time the Government of Spain preserved 
its neutrality in the late war, twelve sail of merchantmen which were cap- 
tured by the French, being brought into one of the ports of Spain, on a re- 
presentation from this country were delivered. ' 

The gentlemen of the county of Fife, were the first that offered a bounty 
to seamen who fhould enter to serve on board of the navy during the hosti- 
lities in which Great Britain is at present engaged; and in consequencé 
thereof 138 have entered, and received the bounty. 

Intelligence was lately received in town of frefh riots in the Midland 
counties. At Dudley in Worcesterfhire, the nailors and colliers have men 
to the number, it is said, of not lefs than ten thousand. Their declared ob- 
ject is to obtain an increase of wages. Orders have been dispatched to the 
dragoons quartered in the neighbouring towns, to march instantly against 
the rioters: but it wes apprehended by the inhabitants’of Dudley, that if 
the troops did not arrive vary soon, their houses would be destroyed. 

The London Gazette contains an order continuing the bounty to seamen to 
the 1st day of next August.—Likewise an order of Council, prohibiting the 
exportatian of corn, throughout Great Britain, and allowing its importation, 
until 31st of August. 

The East India company have contracted with the gentlemen of Cornwall 
to take annually 800 tons of tin, at 751. per ton, for twenty-one years to 
some, the whole amount ot which is 1,260,cool. 

: Scots APPEALS. 


The following is an accurate list of appeals from the Court of Sessron 
fn Scotland, that have been heard this Seision of Parliament, by the House 
of Lorps, with their determinations generally : 

3. Duff versus Henderson. Tutors declared jointly and severally liable for 
their management, and liable in damages for acts of misconduct. Afirmed 
with 200l. costs. 

2. Sir A. Ramsay v, Valentine (respecting a lease of lands.) Affirmed 
in part, reversed in part, and remitted to the Gowrt of Seision. 





historical chronicle. Xxili 


3- Gairdner v. Middleton, (respecting certificates granted for muslins sent 
to London, which were seized by the customhouse there. )—Afirmed. 

4- Duff v. Skene—Nominat and Fictitious Votes. Reversed. By 
this decision no qualification can be challenged, that has been four months 
on the roll, without an alteration of circumstances in the title. Thiscor- 
responds wich the later decisions of the Court of Sefsion, and former deci- 
sions of the House of Lords. 

g- Lord Daer v. freeholders of Kirkcudbright -Whether the eldest sons of 
Scots Peers can vote in Scotland for, or be elected Members of Parliament 
—The Court of Sefsion found they could not.— A firmed. 

6. Balfour v. Scott. Dismi/sed. By this decision it was determined that 

the personal property of a person dying intestate, wherever it is si- 

tuated, is distributable according to the law of the country where the de- 
ceased had his domicile. 

During the last zine sefsions of parliament, ove hundred and five appeals 
from the Court of Sefsion have been determinated, only tave/ve of which 
have been totally reversed, which reflects great honour on the Court of 
Sefsion, many of them being causes 9. great intricacy, doubt, and diffi- 
culty. 

Robertson and Berry petitioned to be heard against a sentence of the 
Hicu Court oF Justictary, imprisoning them for publifhing and printing 
the Political Progrefs of Great Britain. The House of Lords found that 
there could be 20 appeal from the High Court of Justiciary in any case ei- 
ther evil or criminai. 

We cannot close this article without observing, that Lord Thurlow, the 
late Lord Chancellor, took a leading part in determining the Scots Appeals 
this sefsion, as he has done for thirteen years past. His lordthip has investi- 
gated those intricate questions with the most patient and indefatigabe afsi« 
duity, and his decisions and opinions have given general satisfaction, 

A General Court of Proprietors was lately held at the India House, when 
the Chairman called the attention of the Court to the annuity of sooo 1, 
proposed to be granted to the. marquis Cornwallis—He said, it wouid be 
unnecefsary for him to say one word on the eminent services the noble 
marquis has rendered the company, they were all acquainted with them; 
he therefore made no doubt but that the greatest unanimity would prevail. 
He fhould only have the resolution of the*Court of Directors read, and sub- 
mitted for theirapprobation.—Mr Henchman moved an amendment, wix.to 
leave out the words, “‘ To the Marquis Cornwallis and his son lord Broome 
for the term of twenty years,” “ To the marquis Cornwallis, his heirs, 
executors, administrators, or afsigns, for the term above specified.” 

The motion, with the amendment was put, and carried ynanimously, 


An Edinburgh Gazette has been establifhed by authority of Parliament, 
the first number of which was publifhed yesterday, and is to be continued 
every Tuesday and Friday. The new bankrupt act, requires, among other 
articles, that all advertisements raspecting sequestrations are to be inserted 
in this paper, otherwise the whole proceedings to be null and void. 


Extract of a Letter from Athy, Ireland, Fune 19. 
Last night Captain Ormfby, of the 44th regiment arrived here from Dub. 
lin with a detachment of one hundred and fifty men, who with three troops 
gf 4th dragoons marched this morning under the command of colonel Craq- 
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dock, attended by some of the justices of peace for this county, to the coal- 
leries of Castlecomer, to disperse a number of coalliers afsembled there for a 
tiotous purpose ;—and after marching tWenty miles, did not come up with 
any of them. By accounts there were more than 3000 of them well provided 
with fire arms, pikes, &c. 

On the r2th ult. the King held a Chapter of the Most Noble Order of 
the Garter, when the three vacant stalls of the order were filled up.— 
The dignity was conferred by his majesty on : 

The Most Noble James Marquis of Salifbury. The Right Hon. Frede- 
rick Earl of Carlisle. His Excellency John Earl of Westmorland. 

Accounts from Lifbon, dated May 23d, state that there has beena violent 
fhock ofan earthquake in the neighbourhood of Oporto and Vianna. It 
happened about midnigh#, between the 1st, and 2d of this month; and on 
Friday last the 17th instant, a very smart fhock was felt there at about 
half after ten o’clock at night. This alarming circumstance is attributed 
to the uncommon drynefs of the late winter and spring. 

Accounts have been received at the Cape of Good Hope, from the inde- 
fatigable M. Vaillant, whois now on his fourth expedition into the interior 
parts of Africa. When last heard of, he was in (aftraria. J 

Dumourier, the French General, lately arrived in London, and immediate- 
y sent notice of it in a letter to Lord GRENVILLE, which was delivered by 
his valet de chambre and aid de camp, Batiste. 

To this letter Lord GrenviLLe returned for answer on Sunday last,— 

“ That he trusted General Dumourier would himself he aware of the 
inconv: niency which his stay here might occasion, and that he recommended 
that he fhould depart the conntry as soon as pofsible.”” 

In consequence of this hint, DuMourreR will leave London immediately. 
. Hz came over under a pafsport, from Prince Caarves, the Governor of the 
Austrian Netherlands, and during his stay in London, lodged at a French 
hatter’s in Piccadilly.—He afsumed the name Lacaste. 

General VaLence having received a second order to quit the kingdom, 
3s about to follow his friend Dumourier back to the Netherlands. 
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Page 153 line 1st, caught in Rat Island bason, Sumatra, in Summer 1792. 








